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The Lord is My Shepherd

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd ~ Year 2 Spring

Kids’ Life Bible Clubs 2021-2022

Bible Story

1

The Lord Invites the Children

God’s Gift

Love

Focus Verse

The Lord is my Shepherd,

A Shepherd Looks at
the 23rd Psalm

Pg 15 – 39

I shall not be in want. Ps 23:1
He makes me lie down in

2

The Lord Stills the Storm

Peace

green pastures, He leads me
beside quiet waters.

Pg 41 - 67

Ps 23:2

3

4

5

6

The Lord Restores Zacchaeus

The Lord Directs the Rich,
Young Ruler

Rich Man & Lazarus

The Lord Feeds the 5,000

Restoration

He restores my soul. Ps 23:3a

Pg 69 – 81

Direction

He guides me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Ps 23:3b

Pg 83 – 95

Comfort

Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for
you are with me; your rod and
your staff they comfort me. Ps
23:4

Pg 97 – 124

What We
Need

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.

Pg 125 – 136

Ps 23:5a

7

The Lord Heals a Leper

Healing

You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Pg 137 – 152

Ps 23:5b

8

The Lord’s Glory is Revealed

A Home in
Heaven

Surely goodness and love will
follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
Ps 23:6

9

Good Shepherd Parable

Jesus, our
Good
Shepherd

Review of Psalm 23

Pg 153 – end

10

Triumphal Entry
through Arrest

Jesus, our King and
Reminders

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us
has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:6

11

Trial through the
Resurrection

Forgiveness and Life

I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays
down His life for His sheep. John 10:11

12

Ascension & Pentecost

Holy Spirit

“And teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20

Spring Songs:
Jesus Loves Me
Psalm 23
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
Surely Goodness and Mercy
Jer 32:17 Ah Lord God
God the Father (3 in1)
No Matter How Baaad We Are
Zacchaeus
Lead Me Guide Me
The Perfect Ten
II Tim 1:7 God Does Not Give Us a Spirit of Fear
God is the Great Giver
Give Thanks
He Laid Down His Life
Were you There?
He is Lord
Christ Arose
Lord, I Lift Your Name
God’s Not Dead

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 1
The Lord Invites the
Children
Lesson Goal

That the children will see
how Jesus wants to be
their Shepherd and how
they can belong to Him.

He loves them like a
shepherd loves his
lambs.

Scripture

Matthew 19:13-15,
Mark 10:13-16,
Luke 18:15-17, Isaiah
40:11




Word of the Week


The Life of Christ, Vol 2

Lesson 6, page 35
A Shepherd Looks at the
23rd Psalm, Pages 1540.

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph









Supplies Needed:

Psalm 23 chart
Is. 40:11 scroll
The nativity

flannelgraph figures or
story cards
The Salvation Circles
The word strip
“Psalms”.
A playlet of the Bible
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“The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.” Psalm 23:1

Opening
A suggestion: each week as you open with prayer, pray the aim for the lesson out
loud in club. Children will hear right at the beginning of club what you want them to
know.
Sing a couple of their favorite songs from last year, including The Perfect Ten, add
Jesus Loves Me.
At the end of the lesson, new songs are introduced: Psalm 23 and I Am Jesus’ Little
Lamb. The song Surely Goodness and Mercy is the last verse of Psalm 23. If you
start singing it early, the children will be surprised to learn they already know verse
six when you get to Week 8.

Introduction

Love

Manual

The Lord is My Shepherd

You may gain some ideas for this introduction by reading pages 15-20 in A Shepherd
Looks at Psalm 23 by W. Phillip Keller.
Display the last verse, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift”, and put up the
flannelgraph Nativity scene from the last lesson. Read the verse and describe baby
Jesus and the events surrounding His birth. Tell the children how He grew up to be a
boy and then a man. He was like us, except - He did not sin. Take down the flannelgraph. Put up the yellow circle with baby Jesus hidden behind it. Put red cross to
right of yellow circle and add tan people to right of red cross. Jesus was God and a
human. Jesus had a big work to do while He was on earth. Take out baby Jesus
from behind yellow circle. His big work was to bring God and people together.
Place baby Jesus on red cross. He did this work because He loved us so much.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week
Display WOW visual with fall WOW cards removed. Use the routine you used in
the fall when opening and putting up the WOW word. As you can see we are starting over and learning about more ways that God is the Great Giver. Today our
WOW word is LOVE. We are going to see just how much God and His Son, Jesus,
love us and take care of us. Put WOW word on visual.

Bible Story
Use the manual, The Life of Christ, Vol 2, Lesson 6 to help you prepare for telling
the story. After Jesus grew up He traveled around telling people the good news that
He loved them and had come to save them from their sins. One day when Jesus was
talking to the people around Him, He described Himself. He said, “I am the Good
Shepherd.” I think some of the people listening remembered these words written by
the prophet, Isaiah, long before Jesus was born (read scroll of Isaiah 40:11, provided) and were surprised to learn that Jesus was the one Isaiah was talking about. As
we learn more about Jesus, we will find out that Jesus really is our Good Shepherd.

WEEK 1
The Lord
Invites the
Children

Bible Story Continued...




Tell the story “Jesus Invites the Children” holding your Bible and using the flannelgraph. Emphasize the love Jesus had for the children. Let them describe Jesus. Put up
Isaiah 40:11 on the board and let them tell you how these words came true.
A playlet is included and may be used to reinforce the story after you tell it.

Psalm 23 Focus Verse







The children will learn the first verse of Psalm 23. There is a sheet with motions to this
Psalm as well as a large visualized flip chart.
I wonder if you know what a shepherd does? Let’s pretend that we are shepherds and
we have a sheep to take care of. Hold a pretend sheep in your arms, or use one of the
puppet sheep, and have the children do it too, if they will. Where do sheep and shepherds live? How would you care for this sheep? What would you feed it? What are
some kinds of trouble a sheep could get into? What would you do if it got into trouble?
Before Isaiah there lived a shepherd named David who wrote poems and put music to
them to make songs while he was watching the sheep. We call those poem-songs
PSALMS. Flock and show the word strip “Psalms” and hang on the board so children
will learn to recognize the word and show them where the book of Psalms is located in
the Bible. We have given these songs numbers. Hang Psalm 23:1 visual over the flannelboard. Psalm 23 describes Jesus as a shepherd.
Quickly share some information from the pages in Keller’s book (pages 15-39) summarized here.
• The shepherd loves his sheep. We are like sheep. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, loves
us and calls us to be His own.
• Jesus’ sheep are marked. A sheep is marked with a little notch in his ear to show to
whom he belongs. Jesus’ sheep are marked by His presence in our hearts—as the
Holy Spirit. Put up tan people with yellow hearts on them. His love shines
through us so everyone will know whose sheep we are.
• We will not be in want. He gives us everything we need. Because our owner is
such a good shepherd, we won’t lack anything. Life might not be easy, but when
hard times come, we need not be afraid, the Good Shepherd is with us.

Puppet Skit


The puppet skit introduces two new sheep puppets, Wooly and Snowball. In each skit
the people doing Len and Lucy can become Wooly and Snowball, they never appear at
the same time. In this skit, Wooly and Snowball need to have their ears “marked” with
a piece of leather or paper stapled to their ears.

Review and Closing




1.
2.
3.
4.

Review the memory verse by singing Psalm 23, using signing. You can sing I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb if you have time.
Pray with the students, thanking Jesus for being a Shepherd for His people.
Dismiss using KLBC dismissal procedures.

What did the disciples do when the mothers brought their children to Jesus?
What did Jesus say to the disciples?
How did Jesus show His love for the children?
How is Jesus like a shepherd?

Psalms
Cut out and flock.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

He tends His flock
like a shepherd: He
gathers the lambs in
His arms and
carries them close
to his heart; he
gently leads those
that have young.
Isaiah 40:11

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

Jesus Blesses the Children

Playlet of the Story
After telling the story of Jesus blessing the children, tell the children they can act out the story as you read it.
Tell actors to listen and to do what you read in the story. If you have a large group divide them into two
groups, then assign the same parts to each group A simple ribbon to tie around their heads will help set the
mood. Have the actors for fathers, mothers, and children stand a little ways away from Jesus and the
disciples.

Parts: Disciples 2-6, Mothers and Fathers 2-6, Children 2-6, Jesus 1

Script: Once, after a long day of teaching and preaching to many people, the disciples
thought Jesus might be tired. They stood around Him to protect Him from the crowds. Just
then some fathers and mothers with children began walking to Jesus. They wanted Jesus to
talk to their children, to lay His hands on their heads and bless them. They tried to get close
to Jesus, but the disciples with their arms folded, stood in the way. The disciples began to
‘shoo’ the fathers and mothers away, “What are you thinking? The Master is much too busy
to talk to children. He has more important work to do. How dare you interrupt Him with
your children. Now go away!” The fathers and mothers looked sad and quietly took their
children and began walking away.
Jesus, who had heard the disciples, stopped them. He looked at them sternly. Then He said
to them, as he motioned the children to come to Him, “Do not send the children away! Let
them come to me.” The disciples looked surprised and slowly opened up a path to allow the
children to come to Jesus.
One by one, Jesus took the children to Him, put His arms around them and blessed them. He
talked to them. The mothers and fathers were so happy they clapped their hands. The
children were smiling and looking at Jesus. And the disciples—well, they looked amazed.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 1

Love
We will use two lamb puppets, Wooly and Snowball, to help carry the “shepherd” theme throughout this unit. Len, Lucy
and Grandpa Youall will also be used in the first part of this introductory skit. In the later skits only Len OR Lucy will be
used with Grandpa Youall. You will have to switch between them and the lamb Puppets. For this puppet skit you will
need to “mark” Wooly and Snowball’s ears ahead of time with a piece of brown paper or leather (stapled on). When
Wooly and Snowball talk, some of their words will have extra “aaa”s in them. Pronounce them like a “Baaa” sheep
sound but without the “B” sound. Example: Yeaaah.
Narrator: Len, Lucy and Grandpa Youall are taking a trip! Grandpa Youall has invited Len and Lucy to go to the farm
that he used to own before he moved to Len and Lucy’s neighborhood. They have just arrived at the farm. On the way
Grandpa asked Len and Lucy to guess what animal he raised on the farm. They are trying to guess. Can you guess?
(If kids don’t guess, tell them the answer is sheep.) What would you call someone who raised sheep or takes care of
them? A shepherd.
(Grandpa Youall, Len, and Lucy come up.)

Len:

Hey, this is a cool farm, Grandpa Youall! Where are all the sheep?

Lucy:

Yeah, little lambs are so cute. I just want to hug them and kiss them!

GY:

Wait a minute, you two. Most of the sheep are out in the pasture eating the good grass. We’ll go see them
soon. I think the shepherd is “marking” them today.

Len:

Marking the sheep? What’s that?

GY:

The shepherd puts a little notch in the sheep’s ear or he attaches a clip to its ear. It’s to show that a sheep belongs to the shepherd. He marks a sheep to show he owns it. We’ll see them soon enough. But first let’s go
inside the house and get some lunch. I’m hungry! (Len, Lucy and GY go down.)
******************************************************************************************************
(Wooly and Snowball appear and look around.)

Wooly:

Aaaah, the coast is clear! No kids in sight! (Pause.) Did you hear them talking, Snowball? That’s why
this clip is on my ear. I’ve been “marked” to show I belong here. You have been “marked,” too, Snowball.

Snowball:

(Proudly) Yep, it’s our maaark to show we belong to Mr. Goodman. He is our shepherd now and I like
him. Do you like him, Wooly?

Wooly:

Yeaaah, he’s a good shepherd. But you’re too young to remember when Grandpa Youall was
our shepherd. He was a really good shepherd, too!

Snowball:

Did he take good caaaare of you?

Wooly:

He sure did! He gave us everything. We didn’t go without anything we needed! We had good
food and fresh water. He watched over us so no wild animals could get us. And he took caaare of us
when we were sick.

Snowball:

I’m glaaad we have good shepherds, Wooly. I wouldn’t know how to take care of myself if we didn’t!
Hey, we’d better get baaack to the rest of the sheep and the shepherd.

Wooly:

Yeaaah, soon those two kids will come back from lunch. And if they find us - well, you know
how little girls love to hug and kiss cute little lambs like you.

Snowball:
Come on, let’s scraaam! (They run off.)
******************************************************************************************************
(Len and Lucy reappear.)
Lucy:

I just can’t wait to see some cute little lambs! I wish Grandpa Youall would hurry up!

Len:

This is going to be a cool farm trip, learning all about sheep and how a shepherd takes care of them.
I think we are going to learn a lot!
Here comes Grandpa Youall. It’s time to go see the sheep. Let’s go! (Len and Lucy leave.)

Lucy:

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 2

The Lord is My Shepherd

The Lord Stills the
Storm

“He makes me lie down in green pastures. He
leads me beside quiet waters.” Psalm 23:2

Lesson Goal
•

•

•

That the children
may know: Jesus
has power over
nature and thus has
power to be their
Good Shepherd.
He will lead and love
them like a shepherd
leads and loves his
lambs and
He will give them
peace and rest.

Opening




God’s Gift– Word of the Week


Scripture
Matthew 8:23 - 27,
Mark 4:35 - 41,
Luke 8:22 - 25

Word of the Week





Life of Christ, Vol II

Lesson 2, page 14
A Shepherd Looks at the
23rd Psalm, pages 26 39

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph



Supplies Needed:



Psalm 23 Chart
Salvation Circles

Hang the Psalm 23 flip chart over the board and review last week’s verse. See if the
kids remember the signing. They may even do it better than you!
Teach the new verse with signing. You may want to use a puppet or pretend again
with the children about having a real lamb and they are the shepherds if the children
are not too old. Ask them if they know that sheep are easily frightened. What kind of
food should they eat, where can you find it, what about something to drink, how are
they kept safe and peaceful? Use some of the concepts and illustrations about sheep
in the Keller book about finding pasture and water and giving peace and rest.
Jesus is our Shepherd. He takes care of us every minute. Jesus said, “I AM WITH
YOU ALWAYS.” Matthew 28:20. Have the children say this with you pointing to
each finger on one hand for each word. The activity sheet has an activity reinforcing
this too. That’s why God can give us peace and rest. What a great promise! Sing
Psalm 23.

Puppet Skit
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Use your procedure to put up the word PEACE. What is peace? See what answers
the children come up with. Peace exists in a country if there is no fighting, no wars.
Peace exists in our lives when there are no arguments; we get along with teachers,
other children, parents and other authorities. But to have true peace we need peace
with God. He gives us His Peace when we accept His son, Jesus, as our Savior and
ask Him for forgiveness. He will come into our life and be with us always. If this is
something you want please talk to one of the teachers and we will pray with you.
Have children watch for ways they see God giving peace in this lesson.

Psalm 23 Focus Verse

Peace
Manual

Pray at the start or after you sing songs together.
Include Jer. 32:17 Ah, Lord God in your singing time since we will be experiencing
God’s divine power in the story today.
Teach them God the Father (3 in 1). Pizza boards are available for making a visual.
This is an excellent song to introduce the Trinity.

Wooly and Snowball follow the shepherd to good pasture. It ends with the puppets
questioning if the children have a shepherd. Reinforce the teaching you just did about
Jesus, the children’s Good Shepherd and how He takes care of each of them.

Bible Story

WEEK 2
The Lord Stills
the Storm








We suggest you use the Mark narrative to tell your story, adding parts from the other
gospels. Read the earlier verses in Mark 4 to help you prepare.
Introduction: Begin your story by sharing from Mark 4:1 how Jesus was teaching from
a boat. He was telling parables. The children who came to Bible Club last year will
enjoy hearing that He was telling the story of the Sower. Maybe you could find some
flannelgraph figures to remind them of this. The students will see how their Bible stories fit together. Jesus wanted people to know the wonderful truths about God. The
people listened carefully. You should listen carefully to today’s story, too.
The story of the stilling of the storm is the 2nd half of lesson 2 in the teacher’s manual,
The Life of Christ, Vol. 2, starting on page 14. The story concludes with some questions from Jesus: Why are you so afraid? and Do you still have no faith? Be sure to
bring out the power Jesus had over nature to bring peace. He also has the power to
help us when we need help and to bring us peace. Do we have faith in Jesus? Can we
trust Jesus to be our Good Shepherd? Yes, we can!
You can reinforce the story by having the students add the action in the story. Assign
parts to groups—boys, girls, everyone, 5th graders, ect.. When they hear a word, like
waves, one group says. ”Swish, Swish.” or “Whoosh.” Wind can be simulated by
someone fanning the group with a carpet square or something similar. Other words to
act out are: asleep, afraid, and/or boat –row. An example of this kind of activity is at
http://childrensministry.com/articles/jesus-calms-the-sea/

Conclusion and Closing






The disciples asked each other: Who is this? Even the winds and waves obey him!
Spend some time asking the children how they would answer this question if they were
the disciples. Ask the children if Jesus is their Shepherd. They heard about Him today.
Will they be able to use what they heard? Remind them of Psalm 23:2 and also the
promise from Jesus in Matthew 28:20, “I am with you always.” Our Good Shepherd
will give us peace and rest even in hard times.
Ask the children to think of an example of a hard situation they have in their lives. (i.e.
someone teases me) Tell them to each say that hard situation quietly at the end of the
prayer below. You may have to practice a couple of times. “Dear Lord, teach me to
trust you. Help me to trust you even when _________. Amen.”
Close with singing Psalm 23 or another song. Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. Why did Jesus fall asleep in Peter’s boat?
2. Why were the disciples terrified?
3. What did Jesus do to amaze His friends?
4. How does this story show how Jesus gave peace?

5. How does Jesus give peace to you?

(Grandpa Youall, Len come up.)

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 2
Peace

Len:

Thank you for taking us to the sheep farm, Grandpa Youall! This is the BEST farm trip!

GY:

I am having fun too. I loved being a shepherd here.

Len:

HEY LOOK! (Points to the right.) The sheep are all LEAVING! Where are they going?

GY:

Mr. Goodman, the shepherd is leading them to new pastures.

Len:

Let’s follow them! (Puppets exit.)

*************************************************************************************************
(Wooly and Snowball enter from left, talking as they move slowly to center.)

Snowball:

(Whining.) I’m tired, and my poor little feet hurt. It is so faaar, Wooly.

Wooly:
Snowball:

I know it has been a long waaalk for you up these hills and dusty trails.
I hope we will stop soon.

Wooly:
Snowball

Mr. Goodman is leading us to another paaasture, Snowball. Just keep following him.
(Looks towards audience.) Hey Wooly! What’s wrong with thaaaat spot?

Wooly:
Snowball:

Too many thorns and thistles. You wouldn’t waaant to eat there.
Well, I aaaam hungry and thirsty too.

Wooly:

Snowball:

I know.

(Looks back.) Hey, there’s a good place over there. See it has graaaas! (Starts to walk back.)

Wooly:
Snowball:

You will get lost if you go your own way, come baaack and follow the shepherd.
(Snowball comes back and looks to the far right.) I SEE IT! I SEE IT!

Wooly:
Snowball:

(Looks in same direction.) Look at aaaall that beautiful green grass.
We can eat and play and then lie down in that green pasture.

Wooly:
Snowball:

It looks like there might even be a place where the waaater is quiet and still and we can drink.
It’s wonderful. How did Mr. Goodman find this place?

Wooly:
Snowball:

Wooly:

He knew it was here aaall along.
He did? We sure have a good shepherd, Wooly! I am glaaad I followed him! (Turns around.) Look!
Those kids are behind us! I wonder if THEY have a shepherd? I wonder who leads them? (Puppets
look at each other.)
it.)

Too baaad we can’t ask them. Let’s get a drink and then lie down and take a rest. (Puppets ex-

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 3

The Lord is My Shepherd

The Lord Restores
Zacchaeus

“He restores my soul.” Psalm 23:3a

Lesson Goal
That the children may
know Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, forgives
their sins and restores
them to God and gives
them strength for their
lives.



Scripture



Opening


Psalm 23 Focus Verse and Word of the Week

Luke 19:1-10

Word of the Week



Restoration
Manual
The Life of Christ, Vol.
2,

Lesson 8, pages 46-50
A Shepherd Looks at
the 23rd Psalm, pages
69-81


Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph

Supplies Needed:




Play Money (provided)
Psalm 23 flip chart
Salvation Circles
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No Matter How Baaad We Are, is a fun song to introduce this week. The old favorite Zacchaeus is still a good tune.
Open with Prayer.

After introducing and explaining the new verse, “He restores my soul,” take some
time to review what was learned so far. Spending as much time as possible learning
this psalm in class and reviewing it often will benefit everyone. Some ideas for review are included below.
Use procedure to open and put up Wow Word: RESTORATION. Explain what it
means to be restored: to be made good as new, as in restoring an old car, an old
house, or even parts of our bodies to health. See pages 40-44 and 69-81 of our
Psalm 23 book for ideas on how sheep are restored and how we are restored. You
may want to talk about what it means for a sheep to be “cast” as it appears in the
puppet show. Since this lesson is the story of Zacchaeus, we should also include
how Jesus restores us back to God through his death on the cross and the forgiveness
of sins - see conclusion. Use the salvation circles to help explain.
It would also be good to explain what a soul is to the children. A soul is the part of
you that is the real you. It is the part where feelings, thoughts, and actions come
from. When Jesus restores our souls, He not only makes us right and new again in
our soul but makes our souls right with God. The soul is also the part of you that
will live forever, either in heaven with God or in hell without God.
Ideas for reviewing Psalm 23: (Ideas taken from Hide God’s Word in Young Hearts
by Joan Dower Kosmachuk.)
• Signing so far.
• Play “Echo.” Divide the club into three groups. Say a phrase from the verse and
have the first group echo it a little bit quieter, the next group repeats it even quieter and the last group whispers it, just like the fading sound of a real echo. Continue through the verse phrase by phrase in this fashion.
• Add-a-Word. Divide your class into two teams. Let Team One say the first word
of the verse. Ask Team Two to repeat that word and add the next word. For example: 1: The 2: The Lord 1: The Lord is 2: The Lord is my 1:The Lord
is my Shepherd
•

Scripture Simon Says. The teacher is Scripture Simon and begins by giving the
first word of the memory verse. The children respond by repeating it. Continue
on in this fashion and then insert an incorrect word. The children must remain
silent or they are out, and must sit down. The game sounds like this:






Scripture Simon:The
SS:Lord
SS:is
SS:my
SS:sheriff

Class:The
Class:Lord
Class:is
Class:my
Class:(should remain silent)

WEEK 3
The Lord
Restores
Zacchaeus

Puppet Skit


Len and Lucy discover a “cast” sheep (Wooly). He is restored.

Bible Story


You could tell the story of Zacchaeus in the first person and get someone else to put up
the flannelgraph pieces as you tell the story. Hold the play money and say to one child,
“Hello, my name is Zacchaeus. Have I cheated you? You say I cheated you out of $50
dollars? Then I will pay you back two hundred dollars! Yes, I want to do this. Hand
out money. Why? Let me tell you what happened to me one day. Put play money away.
I was a tax collector . . . Continue telling the story in the first person.

Conclusion and Application




Zacchaeus was made new and restored to God. Restored means to be made right with
God. When he met Jesus he realized he was a sinner—a cheat and a thief. Jesus gave
him salvation by forgiving him for his sins. That is why Jesus came to earth: to seek and
save the lost. We can be restored, too. Use salvation circles to remind the children that
Jesus is the only one who can forgive us and restore us to God. Give invitation to receive Jesus as savior.
When God restores our life, we, too, like Zacchaeus, should live in thankfulness and
love to God and to others. Have you harmed anyone? Do you need to say “I’m sorry” to
anyone? Do you need to pay anyone back for taking something that did not belong to
you? Discuss these things with the children and encourage them to apply to their lives.

Closing



Sing Psalm 23 and pray with the children.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. Why did Zacchaeus climb a tree?
2. How did Zacchaeus make up for the wrong he had done?
3. “He restores my soul” is our memory verse. How did Jesus restore Zacchaeus?
4. How can Jesus restore your soul?

$50

$50

$50

$50

$50

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 3
Restoration

(Lucy and Grandpa Youall walk up.)
Lucy: It looks like all the sheep are resting over there in the field.
Oh, no, look! Over there! (Looks in a direction or points.) One of the sheep is upside down!
It looks like it’s in trouble! Now it’s waving its legs in the air trying to get up!
GY:

Oh, no! That sheep is cast!

Lucy: Cast? What’s that?
GY:

When a sheep has rolled onto its back and can’t get up, it is cast. It is so helpless. See how
it struggles and kicks? It just can’t turn itself over so the shepherd has to do it.

Lucy: How does the sheep get that way in the first place?
GY:

Well, a sheep can be cast because of too much fat or having extra heavy wool. Sometimes it
happens just by accident. A sheep will roll over too far while resting in a little hollow in the
ground and can’t get up.

Lucy: Oh, that poor sheep. Let’s hurry and go tell Mr. Goodman!
( Lucy and Grandpa Youall leave.)
******************************************************************************************
(Wooly and Snowball appear.)
Wooly:

Hey, thaaat was a close one!

Snowball:

Wooly, what was the maaatter with you? Why were you on your baaack like that?

Wooly:

I couldn’t help it. I rolled over and couldn’t get myself up. It’s all this extra
heavy wool on me that keeps me from being able to turn myself over.

Snowball:

But something baaad could have happened to you.

Wooly:

Well, nothing did. Grandpa Youall and those kids spotted me and told Mr.
Goodman. He came right away and helped me up. Mr. Goodman restored me.

Snowball:

He what?

Wooly:

He restored me by picking me up and rubbing my legs until the feeling came
baaack. Then he paaatted my head and sent me on my way. That’s what restored
means - making things right again!

Snowball:

I’m glaaad you’re OK. (Pause.) You’re my best friend

(Wooly and Snowball rub noses and then go down.).

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 4
The Lord Directs the
Rich, Young Ruler
Lesson Goal

That the children may
know that Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, knows
when there is something
in their lives that keeps 
them from following

God. He wants to give
them direction and lead
them back to God and
on to the path of
righteousness.

Scripture



Matt. 19:16-26
Mark 10:17-30
Luke 18:18-30

Manual



The Life of Christ, Vol. 2,
Lesson 7, pages 40-43 
A Shepherd Looks at
Psalm 23, pages 83-95

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph

Supplies Needed:






3 questions visual
(provided)
3 envelopes
Truth Coins
Salvation Circles
Psalm 23 Flip Chart

kidslifebibleclubs.org

“He guides me in paths of righteousness for His
name’s sake.” Psalm 23:3b

Opening
Open with Prayer.
Review the 10 Commandments by singing The Perfect 10 . We will be talking a little
bit about the commandments during the lesson so some kind of a review would be
appropriate. Remember to communicate that these rules are God’s best for our
lives—“Rules of love” so we can live like God wants us to.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week
Use procedure to open and put up WOW: DIRECTION. What is it? Get children’s
responses. Directions are how to do something. Who gives directions? Parents,
teachers, coaches. Directions come with games, electronics, recipes and a lot more.
The Bible is our direction book from God. We learned the 10 Commandments which
are directions for the best way to live.

Psalm 23 Focus Verse

Word of the Week

Direction

The Lord is My Shepherd

Teach Psalm 23:3b and Signing. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows us and loves us.
He knows what our problems are in our lives - like lying, fighting, temper, attitude,
disobedience. He tells us how to get over those problems in the Bible and gives us
direction to walk in the paths of righteousness. The right way to live. God’s way.
Ideas for following the Good Shepherd are in the book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm.
23.
• We are like sheep following the other sheep along the same ruts—constant guidance from the Shepherd is needed, p. 84
• We want to go our own way like wayward sheep—we have to let the Holy Spirit
lead us, pages 37, 88-89
• The sheep kick up their heels when entering a new pasture; we can have joy following the Shepherd, page 87
• Pet lambs have intimate contact with the shepherd. God loves His sheep, pages
121-122

Puppet Skit
Snowball learns to follow the shepherd’s directions.

Bible Story

WEEK 4
The Lord
Directs the
Rich, Young
Ruler















1. Who is this man
kneeling before Jesus?
Did he want to follow
Jesus?
2. How did Jesus feel
about this man?
3. What did Jesus tell
him to do?
4. What did the man
do?
5. If you were coming to
Jesus, what would He
say about your life?

Use the questions included with this lesson. Put the questions in envelopes and label
them 1, 2, and 3. Ask the children, What if you were in a hospital and someone who didn’t know about Jesus was right next to you and asked you these questions, would you
know how to answer them? Have a child open question #1. and read it.
1. HOW CAN I GET TO HEAVEN? Hopefully your children will know the answer to
this one by now! But since we always have new children and the Holy Spirit may be
working in someone’s heart today, review the way. We can always use the salvation
circles. Sometimes children answer "by being good". Even if they do not give that answer, be sure to mention that some people think that is the way to heaven. The man in
our Bible story today thought that was the way. But the Bible says, "All have sinned and
come short of the glory of God." Rom.6:23. Being good will not get you into heaven.
2. WHAT IF I DISOBEY GOD’S RULES? Have a child open and read out loud. Reassure children that God will forgive our disobedience when we ask Him to because of
what Jesus did on the cross.
3. HOW CAN I PLEASE GOD? Have a child open and read out loud. God wants us to
obey Him and follow Him. He gives us clear instructions in the 10 Commandments but
He also gives the Holy Spirit to help us. The Bible tells us Jesus is our Good Shepherd
and will lead us if we follow Him.
Each child will receive a "coin" later on in the lesson, but for now just have one child
come up to demonstrate this introduction. Tell child close one eye and to hold coin up
in front of other eye very close to eye.
What do you see? Nothing but the coin. Pretend this coin is real money. If you had a
lot of these coins, a lot of money, it might be all you could think about - how to keep this
money safe, how to get more, what to spend it on. The money would be so important - it
would be all you could see. The rest of the world, the poor, hungry, sick people you
wouldn’t even notice. Now hold the coin back a bit. That’s better. It’s still there, but
not so important. This coin tells us something of the problem the man in our Bible story
had.
Tell the story using the coin again to demonstrate how important the man’s money was
to him.
The point to get across to the children is that Jesus loved this man very much, and knew
what was keeping him from God — his money. He tried to keep the 10 Commandments
but he wasn’t doing it completely, even though he thought he was. Jesus pointed out to
him what was wrong in his life. He wasn’t keeping the first commandment by putting
God first in His life. Jesus gave him direction and showed him what to do to get back
on the right path to God.

Application and Closing








Jesus knew this was where the young man wasn’t right. God knows each one of us. He
knows what is in our lives that is keeping us from following Him. He may say to us,
• “You have things in your life that you are putting first in your life instead of me.”
• “Your anger is leading you off the path."
• “When you fight with others, you are disobeying me."
• “When you use bad words they hurt me."
Then Jesus will say:
• “Follow me and I’ll guide you in your life. You’re not there alone. I am with you.”
Pass out a "coin" to each child and let them try the "experiment” (putting the coin close
to their eye and then far away).
Sing Lead Me, Guide Me
Sing Psalm 23 if you haven’t done so during this club and pray with the children.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

What if I disobey God’s
rules???

How can I please
God???
How can I get to
Heaven???

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 4
Direction

You will need an offstage voice for a wolf growling and a gentle shepherd.
(Wooly and Snowball enter.)
Wooly:

C’mon, Snowball. It’s time to move. We’ve got to follow the shepherd to another pasture. He’s caaalling us. I can hear his voice.

Snowball: But, Wooly, it’s so good here. Why do we haaave to move?
Wooly:

Because we have eaten up almost all the good grass around here. We have to go someplace where there is new grass. C’mon!

(Wooly turns to the right to go. Snowball follows Wooly for a step, then stops, and turns the other
way. Wooly
keeps on walking until he disappears. Snowball is alone.)
Snowball: (Defiantly.) I’m not ready to go yet. Let them all go. I’ll just go this way and find my own
little patch of grass! I’ll be just fine. I can take caaare of myself. (Snowball munches
for a while.) Mmmm, this is good grass.
(A soft growl is heard.)
Snowball: What’s thaaat? (Growl is heard again, a little louder.) Oh, no. I’m in trouble now.
Where’s the shepherd? Where’s Wooly? I’ve lost the other sheep. (Growl is very
loud.) I’m in trouble. I’m in BIG trouble!
Gentle voice of the shepherd is heard off stage: Oh, there you are Snowball. You’ve wandered away. You wanted your own way. (Wooly appears.) Look, I’ve brought Wooly with
me to comfort you. (Wooly comes near Snowball.) Snowball, you must learn to listen to
my voice and follow me. I will lead you in the right path. There you will be safe. C’mon
now, let’s go join the others.
Wooly:

I told you to come! Why didn’t you?

Snowball: I just wanted to go my own way. But now I know that doesn’t work. It was the shepherd
who put me back on the right paaath. I’ll follow the shepherd from now on!
(Wooly and Snowball go down.)
*********************************************************************************************
(Lucy and Grandpa Youall appear.)
Lucy: Grandpa Youall, we’ve been on this farm a while and I haven’t hugged a cute little lamb yet.
When can I?
GY:

I know, Lucy, but you’ll just have to be patient. Right now the shepherd is taking the sheep to
a new pasture. We’ll follow them.

Len:

Maybe a sheep will get lost and we can find it!

GY:

Maybe, but the shepherd keeps a close eye out for sheep who wander off when they are
moving.

Lucy: Well, just in case, I’m going to be watching out for a lost sheep! I can hardly wait to hug and
kiss a cute little lamb.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 5

The Lord is My Shepherd

Rich Man & Lazarus
Lesson Goal

That the children will
know that Jesus
teaches us to put God
first in our lives.

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff they comfort me.” Psalm 23:4

Luke 16:14 -17, 19-31

Opening

Scripture

Word of the Week

Comfort




Manual

The Life of Christ, Vol. 
2,
Lesson 4, pages 21-27
A Shepherd Looks at
Psalm 23, pages 97-124

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph

Supplies Needed:
 A sheet of paper and









marker to illustrate a
valley
Salvation Circles
A rod and a staff,
optional-A rod can be
cut from a piece of a
limb or can be a rolling
pin w/o handles.
Plastic costume staffs
are at the office.
A gold box holding the
flannelgraph figures for
the parable story and
also a piece of candy
for each child.
Two pieces of yarn long
enough to go
diagonally across
flannelboard
Psalm 23 flip chart



Puppet Skit
Wooly and Snowball go through the valley.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week


Open box and put up Wow word. COMFORT. When do we need it? Let children
respond. Where can we get it? Let’s see if we can find out in Psalm 23?

Psalm 23 Focus Verse


Hang the verse over the flannel board and share with the children some of the teachings from A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23. Draw picture of mountains and where the
valley fits in.
 Briefly share about the valleys of hard times we go through. Maybe you have a short
testimony/story to share.
 Talk about the rod as a weapon the Shepherd, Jesus, uses to lovingly protect His
sheep, us, from our enemy, Satan. When Satan puts a scary thought or fear into our
minds, we can use the Bible words we have learned from Psalm 23 or the song God
Does Not Give Us a Spirit of Fear from II Timothy 1:7 to give us comfort.
 The shepherd also uses the rod to discipline the sheep. Can it be comforting to be
disciplined?? If it keeps us from doing wrong—Yes!
 You could think of the staff as the Holy Spirit. Remember, He is our live-inside
friend, who is always inside us to lead and guide us. Hold up tan people with yellow
heart. Have children say and sign the verse with you a few times.

Bible Story




kidslifebibleclubs.org

Open with prayer either before or after singing.
Sing the songs of this unit. The children enjoy singing some of their favorites from
the fall, too.
Teach them God Does Not Give Us a Spirit of Fear which is II Timothy 1:7 put to
music. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, does not want us to be afraid and fearful. This
song is a tool to ward off Satan’s attacks of fear.

Hold up your Bible and talk about how Jesus told the people some beautiful stories
called parables. Parable stories have a hidden meaning. They are stories that people
could understand but they also helped them understand how we should live in God’s
Kingdom here on earth.
Make it clear to the students that Jesus tells this parable for comparison and He is not
saying that someone from hell could really talk to someone on earth. We know from
the rest of Scripture that this does not happen.

WEEK 5
Rich Man &
Lazarus

Bible Story Continued...





Hold up gold box which holds the flannel graph figures, a candy treat for each child, and
the two yarn pieces and say:
“I wonder if there is a parable inside here. Parables are very valuable, like gold.
This box is the color of gold. This box looks like a present, doesn’t it? The stories
Jesus told were like presents. They were gifts. It seems like parables have lids on
them. They are hard to get into or find out what the meaning is. This box has a lid.
Maybe there is a parable inside. I wonder what this parable could be about . . .
” ( words from: Jerome Berryman and Soffia Cavelletti )
Tell the story just as it is told in the Bible taking the flannel graph pieces out of the gold
box one at a time. Do not add applications as you present the story. The meaning of the
parable will be discovered later.
Do share the meaning of Lazarus’ name: God helps. Remember the Pharisees wrongly
considered wealth to be a sign of righteousness.

Application


1. What’s happening
inside and what’s happening outside the
house?
2. Was Jesus Lazarus’
shepherd?
3. What was it like for
the rich man in the
place where he went?
Was the shepherd
there?
4. What do you think
Jesus wanted the people to learn when he
told this story?
5. How do kids go
through the valley of the
shadow of death?




What do you think this story means? Shall we figure it out together? I have some tough
questions for us to answer. Did you know that the Holy Spirit, our live inside friend, is
our teacher? He will help us figure out what this story might mean. Optional: When I
ask a question, whoever answers it will get a treat from this Parable Box.
1. Was Jesus Lazarus’ shepherd?
2. What does the name Lazarus mean?
3. Who took Lazarus to the place where God’s people live after they die?
4. What name do we give this place?
5. What kind of a sheep was the rich man? (selfish, loved his $, didn’t follow the shepherd, wanted his own way . . . )
6. Where did he go when he died?
7. What was it like for the rich man in the place where he went?
8. Why wouldn’t Abraham let Lazarus go to earth to warn the rich man’s brothers?
(There were already teachers on earth, they had better learn from them and follow
the Good Shepherd.)
9. How did Lazarus go “through the valley of the shadow of death”? (sores, couldn’t
work, had to beg, etc. . . . )
10. What do you think Jesus wanted to teach the people when He told this story? (Once
you die it’s too late to change.)
11. Do you ever go “through the valley of the shadow of death”? Are you having a
hard time at school or another place? Do you know someone else who knows the
“shadow of death”? Maybe a Grandpa or . . . Are you ever afraid? Especially at
night? If so make a “video” in your mind of the Good Shepherd leading you!
12. What is the rod for? How is the Bible like a rod?
13. What is the staff for? How is the Holy Spirit like the staff?
14. What about you? If you died today, where would you go? Share the plan of salvation using the Salvation Circles. Give the children an opportunity to follow the
Good Shepherd as their Savior. Don’t wait until it’s too late, ask Jesus into your
heart today!
At the end of the questions, make sure everyone has gotten a treat from the gold box. It
was fun figuring out the meaning of the parable together, wasn’t it?!
Sing: II Tim 1:7 God Does Not Give Us a Spirit of Fear.

Closing



Sing Psalm 23 and pray.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 5
Comfort

(Grandpa Youall and Lucy walk closely together towards the right)
Lucy: I think we ought to go back.
GY:
Go back? This is an adventure! (pause) You’re not scared are youall?
Lucy: (puts head down) Well, sort of. I didn’t know we would go this far and have to walk between these
mountains! It sure is dark and scary. I’m glad we have you, Grandpa Youall, around.
GY:

This is one of the more frightening parts of the journey. Youall just watch that shepherd and follow along with
the sheep. Don’t worry, he will guide us. (Grandpa Youall, Lucy exit)

(Wooly and Snowball come up. Snowball is snuggling close to Wooly as they walk along.)
Snowball:
Oh, Wooly, I’m scaaared.
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:

Don’t be afraid, my little friend.
But I’ve never been in a place like this before. It is so daark and scaaary.
It is daaark and scaary, because this is the valley.
(shaking) Oh-h-h, I’ve heard about the valley from the other sheep.
The shadows from the mountains make it scaaary.
And there are so many rocks and rough places. A wild animal could jump out and get me.
(gently but firmly) Snowball, we have to do this even though none of us like to paaass
through the valley.

Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:

Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:

Why do we have to go then?
It’s the way the shepherd leads us.
But, I want to be up on the hillside where it is sunny.

First we have to go through the valley. (pause) Actually the valley isn’t all that baaad.
What could be good about such a horrible place?
Well, the very best grass is at the bottom of the valley and there’s lots of it.
Yeaaah?
Uh, huh. And down in the valley are big streams and rivers with fresh water to drink!
I’m still afraid. (looks right) What if there is a wolf or bear hiding behind those rocks over there?
I’ve heard they like little lamb chops like me for dinner.

Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:

The shepherd will use the rod in his hand to protect you.
Will it work?
I’ve seen him use that rod to chase away wolves, lions, bears, and even snakes!
What if I lose my way in the valley?
The shepherd will use the staff with the curve on the end to gently guide you.
Whew, that’s good to know. It is a COMFORT.
You don’t haaave to be afraid of the valley when the shepherd is with you.
(admiringly) You sure are brave, Wooly.
I have been through the valley with the shepherd many times before.
Then you’re not afraid?
(shakes head) No, I know he’ll make it safe for me.

Snowball:

I want to be as brave as you are.

Wooly:

Just remember, the shepherd is aaalways with you. (puppets exit)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 6
The Lord Feeds the
5,000
Lesson Goal

That the children will
know they can trust
Jesus for all of their
needs.

Scripture

Mark 6:30-44, Luke 9:1017, Matt. 14:13-41, and
John 6:1-14

Word of the Week










The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph









The puppet skit introduces the idea of the tableland and how the shepherd gets it
ready for the sheep because he knows how to keep the sheep safe and give them what
they need.

Word of the Week and Psalm 23 Focus Verse

Visual

Supplies Needed:

Open with prayer. Lead with singing including God is the Great Giver .

Puppet Skit

Manual

 5 items to represent

“You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies;” Psalm 23:5a

Opening

What We Need

The Life of Christ, Vol.
2,
Lesson 1, pages 5-10
A Shepherd Looks at
Psalm 23, pages 125136

The Lord is My Shepherd



Do the routine to take the WOW out of the box and put it on the board.
WHAT WE NEED. Do we all need help with things? What kind of things? Who
can help us with these situations?
Teach the new part of the verse by explaining the tableland idea . Add signing for
this verse to what they already know!
Use A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 for your study. Talk about what enemies sheep
might have: poisonous weeds, snakes, or sudden storms. Then compare the sheep’s
situation to the children’s situations:
Let’s pretend these circles are some children. Show small felt circles or use small
felt figures or use real pictures of children. Sometimes problems or enemies come into
our lives. What are some problems or enemies we might know about?
Think of some of the problems facing your own Bible Club children or use some of
these examples as you place the circles or figures on the board.
• Dana’s parents fight a lot and it scares her.
• Celia’s parents get drunk every weekend and get very mean.
• Danny’s dad doesn’t have a job and they have very little money.
• Mary’s grandmother has cancer.
• Lupita doesn’t have any friends.
Does Jesus know about them? Does He care about the problems in our life? Does
Jesus know What We Need? Listen to today’s story and you will see that the answer
is YES! and He will help, too.

children (felt pieces or
pictures– make them

diverse)
A tuna fish sandwich in
a lunch bag, optional,
for the intro to the Bible
story
A basket with five
small rolls and two

small fish (as a treat
buy small dinner rolls
and fish crackers or
Swedish fish for the
whole club)
Fun reinforcement
Show your lunch bag with the tuna sandwich to the children. It’s a typical lunch that you
activity at the end of
would
have today. Have them pretend that they are all very hungry and you are the only
today’s story
one who has a lunch.
Psalm 23 flip chart
Salvation Circles
• Should I eat my lunch in front of you? Should I share it with just a few of you?
No, I shouldn’t do that.
• Do you think there would be enough for everyone to eat and be full? Even if I
wanted to, I couldn’t make my lunch be enough to fill everyone. Jesus did,
though.

Bible Story

kidslifebibleclubs.org

WEEK 6
The Lord
Feeds the
5,000

Bible Story Continued...








This story is found in all four gospels, but we suggest you read the account in Mark 6:32
-44 because it talks about Jesus as a Shepherd of the people.
From the NIV Study Bible: God had promised that when the true Shepherd came, the
desert would become rich pasture where the sheep would be gathered and fed. (Ezekiel
34:23-31)
In our story the Messiah feasts with followers in the desert (Isaiah 25: 6-9). Jesus is the
shepherd who provides What We Need.
Use the Sea of Galilee background and the boat (21) to show Jesus and disciples sailing
to the other side of the lake.
Here are a few focus points for the lesson:
• How many people? Relate to an experience the children might have had, such as the
big 4th of July celebration or a big stadium full of people (15,000-20,000).
• Tell how Jesus looked at them as a sheep without a shepherd.
• How much money would it have cost? Calculate how much would it cost today to
buy 15,000 hamburgers and fries at McDonald’s.
• Use your basket with loaves and fish to show what the boy’s lunch might have
looked like. It was not much for all those people but he was willing to share it.
• Jesus blessed the food which means He thanked His heavenly Father for it. This is a
good example for us. Do we pray to God to thank Him for our food before we eat?
• The people had a problem: they were hungry. Jesus showed how much He loved
and cared for them by filling them with food! Jesus“ prepared a table."
Note: There is an activity (Lunch for 5,000) included in this lesson that would be a fun
way to do the story a second time for reinforcement and review. But you should tell the
story first!

Conclusion and Closing


Jesus cared for those people’s needs. He cares for our needs too. He is here in the middle of our problems (our enemies) preparing a table for us - taking care of our needs.
He is here!
• Pray to Him.
• Watch for
ways He is
• Trust Him to
taking care of
take care of
you.
you.
• Rely on Him.




• Thank Him.

Let’s pray right now and ask Him to give us what we need.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. Why are the disciples bringing this boy to Jesus?
2. How did Jesus surprise the people?
3. How could Jesus feed so many people with one boy’s lunch?
4. Name three ways God cared for you today?

Lunch for 5,000 Activity

Supplies: Bible
Jesus loves us so much. That’s why he takes such good care of us. Let’s hear a Bible story about
how Jesus gave people good things and provided for their needs. First, you each need to have a
number. We’ll count off around the circle like this: “one,” “two,” “one,” “two,” . . .
Count until everyone has a number. Turn to John 6:1-15 in your Bible. Say: As I tell this Bible story,
I’ll call out an action, All children with that number will stand up, walk around the outside of the circle
as they act out the action, then sit back down. For example, if I call “ones” and say “swim,” all number ones would make a swimming motions with their arms as they walk around the outside of the
circle. When they’re back to where they started, they may sit down again. Let’s practice.
Ones--swim. Pause as the children “swim” around the circle and sit back down. Then say: twos-skip. Pause as the children do the action and sit back down.
Then tell the story like this: Jesus and his helpers wanted to be alone and rest for a while, so they
went to the other side of Lake Galilee. Ones--row. Crowds of people hurried after Jesus. Twos-jog. It was almost time for supper and there wasn’t a market for miles. Jesus knew the people
would be hungry. Ones--rub your stomachs. The only person with any food was a little boy. He
offered Jesus five loaves of barley bread and two little fish-but there were 5,000 people there! The
food wasn’t nearly enough food to feed all the people. Twos--pretend to show fish and bread to
the class. Jesus accepted the little boy’s offering. He prayed a prayer of thanks and then told his
disciples to give the food to the people. Ones—pretend to hand out food. What happened next
was a big surprise.
Everyone had plenty to eat!! Jesus made the food last and last. Over 5,000 people ate until they
were full. Twos—jump for joy. Jesus told his followers to gather the leftover pieces of fish and
bread so that nothing was wasted. The disciples gathered 12 baskets of leftovers. Ones—pretend
to gather leftovers.
Why do you think Jesus gave food to all the people?
How does Jesus care for us today?
Jesus provided food for the people when they were hungry. Jesus cared about the people who
came to him, and he cares about people today, too. Jesus provides for all our needs.
--taken from Group Magazine

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 6
What We Need

(Len comes up and acts like he is pulling weeds. Grandpa Youall comes up a moment later)
Len: Whew! This is hard work pulling weeds! Why do we have to pull these weeds anyway?
GY:

Mr. Goodman, the shepherd, said these are poisonous weeds. If the sheep eat just a few of
these weeds, they could DIE!

Len:

Oh, that’s right. But this is such HARD work!

GY:

Youall are doing a fine job! I think you are almost finished. Now the sheep can graze safely
in this area. All the bad weeds are out.

Len:

The shepherd really cares for his sheep, doesn’t he, Grandpa Youall? He knows all the dangers around them.

GY:

That’s right, Len. The shepherd knows there are poisonous weeds that grow in this pasture
and he cares enough for the sheep to send us up ahead to pull them out. Why don’t youall
go back to the truck? I think there’s a nice cold drink waiting for you.

Len: Yay!
(Len and GY leave and Wooly and Snowball appear)
*****************************************************************************************
Snowball:
Look, Wooly, a whole new pasture of good green grass to eat! It looks like a great big
TABLE.
Wooly:

This is the tableland. We’re up a bit higher on the mountain now. But waaatch
out for the poisonous weeds!

Snowball:

Why?

Wooly:

Because if you eat them you will get very sick like this. (Wooly flips over so he is
lying on his back.)

Snowball:

Wooly, get up! What do these poisonous weeds look like?

Wooly:
Let’s see. (He begins looking around) I don’t see any! They’ve all been pulled
out. Our shepherd
must have sent someone up here to get this table land ready for us sheep. He
cares for us. He takes care of everything we need.
Snowball:

Maybe he had those two kids do it; the ones who are always hanging around. I guess
they are not so baaad after all.

Wooly:

That little girl sure keeps her eyes on you, Snowball. I think she wants to make friends
with you!

Snowball:

Hmmm...Maybe that wouldn’t be so baaad either!

Wooly:

C’mon, Snowball, I’ll race you to that rock!

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 7
The Lord Heals a
Leper
Lesson Goal

That the children may
know that Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, heals
their bodies and their sin
-spots. He is worthy to

be praised!

Word of the Week

Healing





Manual

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph

Supplies Needed:










Salvation Circles
A cup on a tray
A pitcher full of water
A blanket or another
covering
Some white hand
cream
A helper to put up the
flannelgraph
Attach a piece of red
yarn to Snowball’s
head to look like a cut
Psalm 23 flip chart



Open with prayer first or start by singing some songs of praise—Give Thanks.

The puppets introduce the ideas of anointing with oil and a cup overflowing.

HEALING. God made our bodies to be able to heal. Ointments, bandages, medicines, slings, and other things can all help. Doctors and nurses and specialists can
help also. Sometimes a person is healed through a miracle. Let’s see how healing
happens in today’s lesson.

Psalm 23 Focus Verse
Show Psalm 23:5b. Explain the verse using some of Keller’s ideas.
• Sheep who have scab need to be separated . . . sin separates us from God.
• Oil heals . . . oil is symbolic of the Spirit in the Bible and we need the Holy Spirit for peace.
• Oil on rams’ heads discourages fighting . . . we need the healing oil of the gentle
Spirit.
• In the shepherd’s care the sheep are contented and the shepherd’s heart sings . . .
Jesus cares for us, he makes “our cup run over” and makes our heart sing.
Have an empty cup sitting on a tray. As the children take turns naming some blessings their Good Shepherd gives them, you pour water from a pitcher into the cup and
just keep pouring as the blessings are shared so that the water overflows on the tray.
Remember to include the blessings of forgiveness and healing. God gives us so
many blessings. There is even an overflow. We can show our thankfulness by sharing our blessings and joy with others. This must make Jesus’ heart sing. Have class
say the part of Psalm 23 you have learned so far.

Bible Story




kidslifebibleclubs.org

Opening

God’s Gift– Word of the Week

The Life of Christ, Vol. 2,
Lesson 5, pages 28-34
A Shepherd Looks at 
Psalm 23, pages 137152



“You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Psalm 23:5b

Puppet Skit

Scripture

Matthew 8:1-4,
Mark 1:40-45,
Luke 5:12-14

The Lord is My Shepherd

Ask the children what was the matter with Len? Why did he have to be separate?
Who would heal him? People in Bible times could get a disease so much worse than
chicken pox. It was leprosy.
As you tell the story and explain this disease, you may dramatize the explanation.
Wrap a blanket around you and have a cloth over your mouth. With your back
turned, apply dots of white hand cream along one arm (not too much) then turn
around and show the leprosy-infected arm. Tuck it back under your cloak and proceed to tell the story in 1st person as told in your Bible.
Be cautious in using the narration in the manual, it goes far beyond the Biblical narration.

Bible Story Continued...
WEEK 7



The Lord
Heals a Leper



While you are talking in 1st person, have your helper put up the flannelgraph pictures.
When you are “healed,” quietly turn around and quickly wipe the hand cream spots into
your arm then turn around and show your joy and thankfulness.
Optional: The manual application (page 35) includes the story of the Ten Lepers, too.
This could be included because it gives the idea of thankfulness, the cup overflowing
concept.

Conclusion and Application










Leprosy is a picture of our problem. Len had chicken pox spots. The man in our story
had leprosy spots. He had to stay apart.
We have sin-spots. The Bible says that everyone has sin-spots. All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23.
Put up yellow circle and green circle with gray ring and tan people on gray ring.
People are separated from God. Have the children say a sin-spot they see in the world
and have them say to themselves a sin-spot they know they have. (Remember, it is our
own sin God wants us to focus on the most.)
Even if we know we have sin-spots we are separated. What a problem!!! We have sinspots so we can’t come near the holy God.
Put up cross as bridge. Then Jesus died to take all the sin-spots on Himself so that if
we believe in Him, He heals our sin-spots and we can be together with God. No apartness, just togetherness. God heals our sicknesses and our sin-spots.
Put small yellow hearts on tan people. The gentle Holy Spirit will lead you to keep
away from bad things and will help you live for Him. When you know you have a sinspot, talk to Him, ask his forgiveness, and start new again. What a loving, forgiving,
and gentle shepherd we have!
Give children a chance to talk about this, reflect on their life, and to talk to you about it.
Give them opportunity to find healing from their sin-spots. Thinking about healing
from sickness and sin-spots makes us happy. Our cup overflows. We can tell others
about Him!

Closing



Sing Psalm 23 and Pray.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. What did the leper say to Jesus?
2. How did Jesus answer the leper?
3. Why was the leper not sure Jesus would help him?
4. What do you think the people thought when Jesus touched the leper?
5. Why do you think Jesus said, “Don’t tell anyone?”
6. How do we know the leper’s cup was overflowing?

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 7
Healing
(You will need to put a small piece of red yarn on Snowball’s ear to signify a cut by a thorn.)
Grandpa Youall and Lucy come up.
Lucy: (Sadly) I miss Len, Grandpa Youall.
GY:

I miss him, too.

Lucy: (Speaks with disgust.) WHY did Len have to get the chicken pox while we are at the farm? Now he
can’t be with us and he is missing so much fun!
GY:

I know. But youall don’t want to get chicken pox so we must stay away from Len for a few days. I’m
thankful it isn’t serious.

Lucy: That’s true. I guess we should be thankful that Jesus is healing him. (Looks to the left) Grandpa
Youall, what is the matter with that little lamb?
(GY and Lucy peer to the left and then go down.)
*********************************************************************************************
(Wooly enters slowly from right as though nibbling grass as he walks. Snowball enters from the left as though
hurt.)

Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:

Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:

Oh, Wooly, a terrible thing has happened! I got caaaught in the briar bushes over
there!
That’s too baaaad, Snowball. Where does it hurt?
I cut my head and scratched myself all over. I thought that thorny bush would never let
go of me.
You have to stay away from those bushes.
It hurt so baaad, Wooly!
But the shepherd took good caaare of you, didn’t he?
The shepherd always takes good care of me!
And he was gentle, right?
So-o-o gentle. I thought he might scold me for getting myself into such a mess, but he
didn’t. Instead he carefully lifted me out of the bushes and held me in his arms.
Uh - huh.
He looked me over and gently pulled out the thorn. Then he took that little holder from
his belt. Guess what’s in it, Wooly?
Oil.
(Surprised.) How did you know?
I’ve been with the shepherd a long time, remember?
Oh, yeaah. (Pause.) The shepherd poured oil right on my head and it felt wonderful.
The oil helps clean and heal your wounds.
Guess what the shepherd did next?
I suppose he made a cup out of his hands and scooped up water out of that
stream over there and gave you a drink.
That’s exactly what he did. His hand was overflowing with water! (Looks at Wooly
suspiciously.) Did you ever get caaaught in the briar bushes, Wooly?
I sure have, and the shepherd always made me feel better.
(Turns slightly and gets excited.) Look! Curly is headed straight for the briar bushes!
(Looks in the same direction.) Oh, no!
Let’s go waaarn him to stay away. (Both exit to the right, shouting as they go.) Watch
out, Curly! Stay away from those bushes!

(The sheep narration in this puppet skit was adapted from a series written by Ann Shorb and taken from Evangelizing Today’s Child a CEF publication)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 8
The Lord’s Glory is
Revealed
Lesson Goal

That the children will
see Jesus’ glory and
will want to live with him
forever in heaven.

Scripture

A Home in
Heaven







Manual

The Life of Christ, Vol.
2,
Lesson 3, page15
A Shepherd Looks at
the
23rd Psalm, pages 153
-173

Visual

The Lord is My

Shepherd Flannelgraph

Supplies Needed:








Teaching Children About
Heaven packet

A beautiful robe and a
ragged garment to use
for the introduction to
the Bible story
A word balloon of God’s
voice on the mountain
(provided)
Psalm 23 flip chart
Salvation Circles
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“Surely goodness and love will follow me all the
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:6

Opening

Matt. 16:13-16, 21;
Matt. 17:1-9, 22-23;
Mark 8:27-31, 9:1-10,
30-32; Luke 9:18-22, 27 
-36, 44-45

Word of the Week

The Lord is My Shepherd

Open with Prayer
Sing: Ps. 23:6 Surely Goodness and Mercy and other songs of your choice.

Puppet Skit
The sheep puppets reflect on the goodness and love of the shepherd.

Psalm 23 Focus Verse
Show verse 6 of Psalm 23. If you have been singing Surely Goodness and Mercy,
the children will be pleasantly surprised to find out that they already know this verse!
Using our Psalm 23 book you will be able to explain this verse:
• All the good things the sheep received came from the shepherd . . . good things
follow us in our lives as we follow our Good Shepherd.
• The sheep know the shepherd’s goodness and love by his acts of tenderness . . .
we come to know Jesus as we learn about His acts of tenderness.
• A good shepherd left a pasture in better shape than when he found it . . . if we
follow our Good Shepherd the world will be a better place when we are gone.
• The sheep are happy to come home to the fold . . . as we follow the Shepherd we
will never want to leave Him and He will be with us here on earth and in heaven.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week
Now it’s time to open our Wow Word: A HOME IN HEAVEN. Just as the sheep
are happy to come home to the sheepfold we have a wonderful place waiting for us
when our journey in this life is through if we have had our sins forgiven by believing
in Jesus and asking Him to forgive us. Would you like to learn more about heaven?
Here are some things the Bible teaches us about it.
Take some time here to teach about heaven. A packet is available that helps show
some of what heaven may be like. Children are always curious about heaven and
may have lots of questions. This teaching fits in so well with this verse. At the end
of our life, if we know Jesus, we can live in heaven forever. What a wonderful
promise to share with the children! It is a good time to give an invitation to accept
Jesus after this teaching. Another opportunity is presented at the end of the lesson.

Bible Story
Introduction: This is a little different from the story in the “Capturing Their Interest”
part of the manual. Be sure to tell the children this first story is not from the Bible
itself, but helps us understand today’s story a little better. Put on a beautiful robe or
drape a large piece of fabric around yourself.

Bible Story Continued...

WEEK 8

Once upon a time there was a King. The King had feelings of love and tenderness for the people in his kingdom. He had heard of their troubles and hurts but when he would leave the
castle and go to visit, the people thought he was too awesome, powerful and rich, and they
would not dare talk to him. They would not come near him. Then he had an idea. He put on a
ragged robe (put an older garment over the top of the beautiful robe) and left his castle to go
to town. He talked to the people and found ways to help them. He became their friend. One
day a gust of wind blew in the marketplace and his robe flapped open and the people saw a
glimpse of the kingly robe underneath. “Oh, it is the KING!” they all whispered. How do you
think the people felt now? How might they have changed their way of thinking?

The Lord’s
Glory is
Revealed










Take off the robes. Put up the flannelgraph picture of Jesus sitting with the crowd on the
hillside and start the story, holding the Bible in your hand.
The setting for this story is thought to be on snow-capped 9,200 feet high Mt. Hermon.
Some of the people listening to Jesus were going to get a glimpse of Jesus the Shepherd
King.
Spend time talking about Jesus’ wonderful love, tenderness, and mercy for Peter, James,
and John. He wanted them to know who he was.
Jesus asked his disciples who others thought he was and who they thought he was. The
transfiguration story gave them a glimpse who this Shepherd King was—a peek at His
Majestic Glory. The disciples must have thought they were close to heaven!
Use the word balloon (provided) to show what the disciples heard on the mountain.
Jesus then tells them what will happen to Him in the near future.
Read what John and Peter wrote later in John 1:14 and II Peter 1:16-18.
In the story today the children got another peek at Jesus the Shepherd King. Pages 1713 of A Shepherd Looks at the 23rd Psalm might be woven into the finish of your story.

Review and Closing







Review Psalm 23. The children might enjoy this method of review: Divide them into a
few groups. Have one group start saying Psalm 23 and when you point to another group
they carry on from there until you point to another group. Vary the length of the sections
so they are always being surprised and ready!
Share with them that this Psalm will be a treasure in their minds and hearts forever. Encourage them to say this passage to a friend or family member. They will have this gift
to share with others for the rest of their life.
Take time to invite the children to become part of Jesus’ family. Peter, James, and John
were Jesus’ sheep. Are you part of His flock?
For those who have already asked Jesus into their lives they can pray: “Dear, loving
Lord, I come to you now. Thank you for taking me into your family. I trust you to care
for me all my days. Amen.” Taken from A Child’s Look at the 23rd Psalm: page 94.
Pray and dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. How did Jesus change as He prayed on the mountain?
2. What two men of the past were seen talking with Jesus?
3. What did a voice from the cloud say?
4. What secret did the disciples have?
5. What did you learn about Jesus from this story?

This is My Son,
My chosen One;
listen to Him.
From Luke 9:35

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

Teaching Children About Heaven
(To be used with lesson 8 and 12, using the Salvation Circles)

I wonder where the “house of the Lord” where we will dwell forever is?
Yes, it is heaven. What do you know about heaven? Let children respond. Some of their answers may be
incorrect but tell them to listen.
Let’s find out some of the things the Bible says about heaven. I’ll put up some pictures that will remind us of
what is in heaven. Put up figures. Read words from the Bible. The Bible verses are printed out on a separate sheet in case you would like to cut them apart and let the children read them.

Things About Heaven
It’s where God lives. (Put up yellow circle from Salvation Circles.) He is there on His throne. (1.Rev. 22:3).
We have no picture for God because we cannot picture Him! I am so glad that He is my loving Heavenly
Father. He is my Father because I have received Jesus as my Savior from sin.
Angels live in heaven. (2. Rev. 5:11). How many angels live in heaven? The Bible tells us there are ten thousand times ten thousand (too many to count.) Angels are God’s messengers.
There is a street of gold in heaven. (3. Rev. 21: 19-21) There are twelve beautiful gates of pearl. There is a
river of water of life, clear as crystal. The city of gold is built upon foundations of precious stones. No pictures can begin to show you these wonderful things.
The Lamb’s book of Life is in heaven. (4. Rev. 21: 27) Everyone who has received Jesus as their Savior from
sin has his name written in the special book. Isn’t it wonderful that your name can be written in heaven?

There are many mansions in heaven. (5. John 14:2) A mansion is a special home which Jesus has gone to
prepare for each of us who receives Him as Savior.
Jesus, Himself, is in heaven. What will it be like to see Jesus? We will see His face. (6. Luke 23:43 and Acts
7:55-56) We will see the nail wounds in His hands and feet. We will see Him and be like Him! We will be
with Him forever!

Things not found in heaven:
There is no church in heaven. (A. Rev. 21:22) Why do you suppose there is no church there? The Bible tells
us God our Father and Jesus our Savior are the temple. We will not need a church building for we will
worship in God’s presence!
There is no sun or moon in heaven. (B. Rev. 21:23) Why won’t we need these lights in heaven? Because the
glory (shining brightness) of God is the light. Jesus, who said, “I am the Light of the world,” also shines
there in all of His beauty! Think of such brightness that it lights all of Heaven.
There is no night so there is no need for a candle or a lamp. (C. Rev.22: 5) Most of us do not like the
nighttime because we don’t like to go to bed. We do not like the dark even though there is nothing to be
afraid of in the dark. But in heaven it is light forever!
There is no sin in heaven. (Put up green circle with gray ring.) (D. Rev. 21:27) Sin is anything that does not
please God. Here on this earth there is sin all around us. God tells us in the Bible that all of us have
sinned. Do you know that you have sinned? (Have you ever . . . ?) Did you know that if we die in our
sins we cannot go to Heaven? (John 8:21,24 no reference for children to look up) Jesus died to take the
punishment for sin. He can forgive our sins. When we receive Him as our Savior He makes us clean from
sin and makes us ready for Heaven.

There are no tears in heaven. (E. Rev. 21:4) There are many things in this world that make us cry, but there
will be no tears in Heaven! God Himself will wipe all tears from our eyes.
There is no sickness in heaven. (E. Rev. 21:4) None of us likes to be sick and have to take medicine. But in
heaven there will be no sickness.
There is no death in heaven. (E Rev. 21:4) In heaven there will be no death because we will live forever.
Perhaps you have never received Jesus as your Savior from sin. You know you have sinned and you want to
receive this one who died on the cross to take away all your sin so you will be fit to live with Him forever in
heaven. Let’s each one bow his head in prayer.
This lesson is adapted from The Wordless Book Visualized published by Children’s Evangelism Fellowship
Note to Teachers: If you are interested in a deeper study for your students, there is a wonderful book called
Someday Heaven by Larry Libby published by Gold and Honey Books with beautiful illustrations by Tim Janke..

BIBLE VERSES FOR WHAT WILL BE FOUND IN HEAVEN
(Cut them apart and have children read them as you show the pictures.)
Revelation 22:3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city and his servants will serve him.
Revelation 5:11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the
throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang . . . “Honor
and glory and praise!”
Revelation 21:19-21. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, and each gate was made of a
single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.
Revelation 21:27. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.
John 14:2 In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told
you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
Luke 23:43 (Jesus said these words to the thief on the cross next to him when he was dying.) “Today you will be with me in paradise!”

Acts 7:55-56. He (Stephen) looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God. He saw Jesus
standing at God’s right side. He said, “Look! I see heaven open. And I see the Son of
Man (Jesus) standing at God’s right side!”
BIBLE VERSES FOR WHAT WE WILL NOT SEE IN HEAVEN
Revelation 21:22 I (John) did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
Revelation 21:23. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God gives it light and the Lamb is its lamp.
Revelation 22:5. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the
light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.
Revelation 21:27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful . . .
E. F. & G. Revelation 21:4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit – Week 8

A Home In Heaven
(Lucy comes up first and yells to Len)
Lucy: LEN . . . LEN. COME HERE. LOOK, THE SHEEP ARE COMING BACK. (Len comes up)
Len:

(Len and Lucy look to the left.) I see them. (Looks at Lucy) You probably scared them too.

Lucy:

Len, I missed you. I am glad you are all better now. (Gives Len a hug) I have an idea. You can help me chase
one of those little lambs. After we catch it, you can take my picture while I give the cute little lamb a hug.

Len: Not now, Lucy. Grandpa Youall says we are going to take the truck and ride out to the sheep so we can see
them and
Mr. Goodman.
Lucy:
Cool! Let’s go! (Puppets exit)
*****************************************************************************************************
(Wooly and Snowball come up)

Snowball:

(Dreamily) And he led us to that beaaautiful pasture with the cool water.

Wooly:
Snowball:

And we were restored.
The thing that really scared me was going through the daaark valley.

Wooly:
Snowball:

We haaad to go through it to get to the other side.
(Shaking all over) Just thinking about all those huge rocks and daaark shadows scares me.

Wooly:
Snowball:

But our shepherd was always there to protect us. And now we are almost home.
We are?

Wooly:

Snowball:
Wooly:

Yes. But Snowball, you are not the same little lamb you were when we first started out.

Nope, I’m growing up like you, Wooly!
herd.

We sure learned a lot on thaaat long journey. Tell me something you learned about our shep-

Snowball:

I remember how he gently took care of me when I got caught in the bushes. I was hurt and so he put
oil on my cuts. I know he loves me and cares for me.

Wooly:

He loves aaall of us, Snowball. Our shepherd will show us goodness and love every step of
the way when we trust him.

Snowball:

(Pause) Wooly, those kids are here! That boy is baaack again. Where has he been?

Wooly:

Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:
Wooly:
Snowball:

I don’t know. Too baaad those kids don’t have a shepherd.

Maybe that Grandpa is their shepherd.
Could be.
(Excitedly) Wooly, look there is the sheepfold. We’re almost home! I want to stay there forever!
(Laughs) Just trust the shepherd, he will lead you little one.
Help me Wooly! Here comes that little girl! Let’s get out of here! (Runs to other side and exits. Wooly
follows.)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 9

The Lord is My Shepherd

Good Shepherd
Parable

Psalm 23

Lesson Goal

That the children will
see that Jesus is their
Good Shepherd, He
looks for the lost sheep
and He would lay down
His life for His sheep.

Scripture

Opening




John 10:1-18,
Matthew 18:10-14,
Psalm 23, Ezekiel 34:11 
-17

Word of the Week

Jesus, Our Good
Shepherd
Manual

Bible Story


Visual

Lost Sheep Flash-aCards

Supplies Needed:







Lost Sheep Flash-aCards
Box covered with gold
paper
Empty picture frame in
gold box
Salvation Circles
Verse visual-John 10:11
(provided). Cut it apart
and flock the pieces. Put
it in the gold box after
you show it and save for
Week 12.
Psalm 23 flip chart
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Puppet Skit
Last puppet show with Snowball and Wooly!

This lesson is not in the
manual. Use the lesson
from the Flash-a-Card
booklet (provided).




Prayer
Review the songs from this unit. Sing: He Laid Down His Life.
Review Psalm 23. Do they have it memorized? See if a couple of children can come
up and sign the Psalm for the class. Or, invite some parents/teachers or others to come
and listen to your children recite.
Maybe you will have time to dramatize a story or two you didn’t have time for in previous weeks.





Tell how Jesus told the people beautiful stories called parables. Do you remember
them from last year?? Parable stories have a hidden meaning. Jesus told parables
to help the people understand about the Kingdom of God. Hold up the gold box
(inside are your Bible and the John 10 verse visual).
Reverently say: I wonder if there is a parable inside here. Parables are very valuable, like gold. This box is the color of gold. This box looks like a present, doesn’t it?
The stories Jesus told were like presents. They were gifts. It seems like parables have
lids on them. They are hard to get into or find out what the meaning is. This box has
a lid. Maybe there is a parable inside. Let’s open the lid and find out.
Take your Bible from the gold box. Then say: Once there was Someone who said
such amazing things and did such wonderful things that people began to follow him.
As they followed, they wondered who He might really be. One day, as they were following they asked Him who He really was. He answered them by saying . . . I AM
THE GOOD SHEPHERD. Then Jesus told this story:
Using the Flash-a-Cards and holding your Bible tell the story.

Application


Move right into a time of wondering about the Good Shepherd and his flock. Following are some questions that might help your children focus on the story and its
meaning for them.
• 1. I wonder if you know who the Good Shepherd is and who are the sheep?
• 2. I wonder how the Good shepherd shows love for his sheep? (cares for them,
protects them)
• 3. I wonder how the Good shepherd felt when one sheep was missing?
• 4. I wonder what happens when the Good shepherd finds the lost sheep?
• 5. I wonder if the ordinary shepherd really loves the sheep?
• 6. I wonder how much the Good Shepherd loves his sheep? (So much he would
lay down his life for the sheep.)

WEEK 9
Good
Shepherd
Parable

Application Continued...





Jesus told the people, “I am the Good Shepherd, the Good Shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.” John 10:11. (Take verse from the gold box.) We opened up the parable
and examined the contents, now let’s discover the hidden meaning of this parable.
Jesus was gently and lovingly telling the people that He is the one and only Good Shepherd. He knows each and everyone of us. He will lead and guide us in our lives, if we
listen to His voice. Jesus’ love for us is so great that He is willing to stand between us
and evil.
He willingly gave His life for us! The Good Shepherd is a picture of Jesus who died on
the cross for us. If you have an empty picture frame, demonstrate this by putting the
frame first around the picture of the Good Shepherd with a couple of sheep and then
around the red cross from your salvation circles kit.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week



Open the Word of the Week JESUS, OUR GOOD SHEPHERD and say “JESUS IS
MY GOOD SHEPHERD”. I wonder if this is true for you? Are you one of Jesus’
lambs in the fold or a lost lamb? Would you like to be found today?
Invite them to follow the Shepherd and pray with those children who indicate they want
to become a lamb of God.

Closing





Close by singing: Psalm 23.
Pray.
Distribute the Psalm 23 token.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

1. What is this good shepherd looking for?
2. How long will he look for it?
3. How did he know it was missing?
4. What will happen when he finds the sheep?
5. Tell about the wolf in today’s story.
6. What does this tell you about Jesus, your Good Shepherd?

The Lost Sheep — The Good Shepherd Parable
From Parables of Jesus Flash-a-Card Series 1 Manual
The Pharisees hated Jesus.
—You may want to skip this introduction to the story. If you want to include it you may want to present it before you use the lesson material about parables being treasures that you have to unlock.—

During Jesus’ ministry on Earth, there were many religious hypocrites, who were called Pharisees; they pretended to know God but did not. They did things to make people think that they were
good, religious people, but in their hearts they were not true believers in God and often made up
their own rules about God. The Pharisees thought that the good things they did would make them
good enough to go to heaven. But it takes faith in God, not good works, to be saved. The Pharisees did not even know they were lost and not on the way to heaven.
The Pharisees criticized Jesus and accused Him of associating with sinful people and welcoming the outcasts of society to Himself. The Pharisees believed they were much better than the
common people, especially the publicans, or tax collectors. The publicans were dishonest Jews
who worked for the Roman government and were known to cheat their own Jewish countrymen
shamelessly, demanding far more tax money than the law required and keeping the extra money for
themselves. One day when publicans and other common sinners drew near Jesus to hear Him
speak, the Pharisees murmured against Jesus, saying, “This man receives sinners, and eats with
them.” The scribes, another group of religious hypocrites who spent their time copying God’s laws
and interpreting them in their own way, joined the Pharisees in criticizing Jesus. The problem was
that the Pharisees and the scribes did not realize that they were also sinners in the eyes of God.
To show that God loves and rejoices over all sinners and that each person is important to
God, Jesus told this parable of the lost sheep.
Card CF3.1
One lost sheep.
A shepherd took his 100 sheep to pasture everyday, guiding them to lush meadows for grass,
leading them away from rushing streams that could carry them downstream in the fast-moving water.
The shepherd took his sheep to pools of still water; he poured oil on their skin when it was torn by
brambles, and he protected them from wild animals. When evening came, the shepherd brought his
sheep safely back into the shelter of the fold, carefully counting to make sure that all 100 sheep
were there. One evening as the shepherd counted his sheep, he found only ninety-nine; one was
missing! Where was that one lost sheep that had strayed away and was now lost?
The shepherd left the ninety-nine to find the wayward sheep.
Why did the shepherd care about his one lost sheep, when he had ninety-nine left? One lost
sheep should not be a great loss?
But the shepherd did not feel that way, he loved his sheep; each sheep was important and
special to him. He could not rest till he found his one lost sheep.
Though night had fallen and it was dangerous in the hills after dark, and the shepherd was
tired after a day’s work, and maybe the lost sheep deserved to perish for wandering away, yet the
shepherd determined to go find his one lost sheep.
Card CF 3.2
The searching shepherd
The shepherd began his search, walking over the trails, sometimes falling and cutting himself
on the jagged rocks, trying to avoid the wild beasts that came out at night to hunt. Whether in rain or
sleet, the shepherd searched for his one lost sheep. He called the lost sheep by name over and
over, for he knew each of his sheep by name.

Card CF 3.3
The trapped sheep
The lost sheep was trapped in a thicket at the bottom of a precipice, and by this time he surely regretted
that he had wandered away from his shepherd. If he had only stayed close to his kind shepherd instead of running off to please himself! Now he was lost in the darkness! It was no use trying to find his way home; too
many dangers lurked in the night. He could fall into a rushing stream and be swept down with the current, or
slide down a steep precipice to his death, or even meet a hungry lion. The sheep had lost all sense of direction.
Noises in the night terrified the lost sheep. What was that? A lion? A wolf? A hungry bear? He was
sure that at any moment a wild beast would pounce on him and devour him.
The sheep then heard a familiar sound. Someone was calling his name. Surely that was not possible!
He was only imagining it!
Again the sheep heard the familiar voice that came closer and closer. The lost sheep listened closely.
It sounded like his good shepherd! Could it possibly be his good shepherd coming to find him?
The voice came closer. Eagerly, the lost sheep baaed so his shepherd could find him. In a moment the
sheep felt the strong arms of his good shepherd. He had come to rescue him!
Card CF 3.4
The shepherd rejoices
The shepherd was even happier to find his lost sheep than the lost sheep was to be found. Tenderly the
shepherd gathered up the wandering sheep, pulling him out of a thorn bush at the bottom of the steep precipice.
Putting the sheep gently across his shoulders, the shepherd started his long walk back to the sheepfold.
Though it was late at night, the exhausted shepherd was so happy to have found his lost sheep that he
called his friends and neighbors together, saying, “Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was
lost.” And together they all rejoiced over the lost sheep.
Jesus ended His parable by saying, “I say unto you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner that repents, than over ninety-nine just persons, who need no repentance.” Luke 15:7
The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way.” (Isa.53:6) All of us are sinners who have wandered from God and are lost; we need to be found by God
and brought into His family.
The Pharisees and scribes did not realize they were lost and needed to be saved. Nor did they realize
that they were just as sinful as the publicans and other sinners around them.
—Taken from the manual with the Parables Flash-a-Card set. Adapted
for use with our lesson.

“I am the Good
Shepherd.
The Good
Shepherd -

John 10:11

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

for His sheep.”

lays down
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life

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 9
Jesus Our Shepherd

This puppet show is a little different so read it over first.
(Grandpa Youall, and Lucy appear)
GY: Well, Lucy, our trip to the sheep farm is almost over. I wonder if you can tell me one thing
youall
have learned?
Lucy: I learned that the shepherd takes really good care of his sheep! And I learned that the sheep
need to follow the shepherd or they can get in REALLY BIG trouble!
GY:

Very good. Youall learned a lot about shepherds and sheep.

Lucy: And I know something else! I know that I am like a little lamb and Jesus is MY Good Shepherd!
GY:

Great! I’m so pleased with what you have learned. Now let’s go pack up our things for the
trip home.

(Grandpa Youall leaves. Lucy stays behind and looks to the left.)
Lucy: But, but . . . I never got to hold a cute little lamb. (She starts to cry)
(Snowball slowly comes up on the right and goes behind Lucy and starts to nuzzle under her arm)
Lucy: Wha, wha, what’s that?!! (Turns around) Oh, it’s a little lamb! Hello there, how are you?
Don’t be afraid, I won’t hurt you. (Snowball lets Lucy hug her)

Lucy: You know, little lamb, we are a lot alike. You are a little lamb and have Mr. Goodman for a
shepherd. I’m like a lamb, too, only you can’t see my shepherd. But I know my shepherd is
with me. His name is Jesus and He lives up in heaven, but he still can take care of me.
Sometimes I’m afraid, or lonely, or sad. Sometimes I get into trouble, but my shepherd knows
all about it. Jesus, my shepherd, will always love me and I want to follow him. You understand, don’t you, little lamb?
Voice of Grandpa Youall offstage: C’mon, Lucy, it’s time to go now!
Lucy: Bye-bye little lamb. Thanks for being my friend. Here’s a hug and a kiss for you. (Lucy gives
Snowball a hug and a kiss.)
(Lucy disappears. Snowball stays. Wooly appears.)
Wooly:

Snowball! What haaappened? Did that little girl hug and kiss you?

Snowball: Yeaaah, she was crying so I went up to her. She was so nice to me. She talked about
her shepherd.
His name is Jesus. He’s a good shepherd, too.
Wooly:

I’ve heard about Jesus, He’s the GREAT SHEPHERD!

Snowball: Wooly, now that we are home, whaaat are we going to do?
Wooly: I don’t know Snowball, but remember, we must aaalways follow the shepherd!
Snowball: (Thoughtfully) Yeaaah, aaalways follow the shepherd.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 10
Easter Lessons Part 1
Triumphal Entry
through Arrest
Lesson Goal

That the children will
see Jesus is the Good
Shepherd who loves
them so much, even
when they go astray,

and that Jesus, as the
Good Shepherd and the 
Lamb, took the
punishment for their
sins.

Scripture


Matthew 21:1-22 & 26,
Mark 11:1-11 & 14, Luke
19:28-40 &22, John 12:12-19
& 13

Word of the Week

Jesus, Our King
and Reminders



Manual

Visual


The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph
or Holiday Story Cards 










Zechariah 9:9 Scroll
”See your King. . .”
Days of Passion Week
Cards

Verse Visual for
“Hosanna, blessed . .
.” Mark 11:9

Salvation Circles
Large Verse Card


kidslifebibleclubs.org

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:6

Opening
Open with Prayer.
Sing He Laid Down His Life along with some favorite praise songs for this lesson.
For all the Easter stories there is a lot to cover in each lesson so the Bible Story
should be the majority of your Bible Club time.

God’s Gift– Word of the Week (Two words)
Open box and find the word JESUS, OUR KING and REMINDERS. In todays
true stories from the Bible we will see how Jesus came to Earth to be the KING of us
and everything, but not in the way the people thought he would. God has also given
us the gift of REMINDERS, so we never forget what Jesus did for us. Listen to the
true stories today to see how God gave us these gifts!

Bible Story and Focus Verse

The Life of Christ, Vol 2 
Lesson 9, page 49; and 
Lesson 10-11 not

including the trial

Supplies Needed:

The Lord is My Shepherd

You will be teaching the Focus verse as you tell the story-showing how this story is
the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:6. Read the verse before you begin story telling and ask
the children to look for these things happening as you tell the true story for today.
Hang up the “Palm Sunday” card over the flannelboard top.
Involve the children by having them shout the “Hosannas” with you.
As you tell this story, show how scripture was fulfilled when the King came on a
donkey as it was prophesied by the prophet Zechariah hundreds of years before.
Hang up scroll with the scripture from Zechariah 9:9.
Tell the children how the people reacted in so many different ways. Some were
sheep who did not follow the shepherd such as the Pharisees.
Share how sad Jesus the Shepherd was when he looked down at Jerusalem.
Why was He sad? The people, Jesus’ sheep, had gone astray, each of them turned to
his own way.
Omit the “Applying the Truth” section in the manual.
On MONDAY (put up sign) Jesus went into the temple and did some teaching to the
people. On TUESDAY, (put up sign) one of Jesus’ disciples named Judas Iscariot
betrayed Jesus to the temple leaders.
On WEDNESDAY (put up sign) Jesus did some more teaching and told stories about
the Kingdom of God to the people. He knew He would soon die and leave these people. But He was still their Shepherd!
Now it is THURSDAY (put up sign). It is a special night all across the land. People
in every home are getting ready to celebrate the Passover! Jesus tells His disciples
to prepare for a Passover meal they will be sharing together.
Do you remember from our lessons last fall that God told Moses and the people that
each year they should tell their children the story of the Passover so that they would
never forget that wonderful night. Ever since, for thousands of years, the people of
Israel celebrated Passover in the same way. At Passover time, the families and
friends, gathered together in their homes to remember how God freed the people
from slavery in Egypt.

WEEK 10
Easter
Lessons Part 1
Triumphal
Entry through
Arrest

Bible Story and Focus Verse Continued...








Proceed with the story including: Jesus’ dismissal of Judas Iscariot and Jesus’ institution
of the Lord’s Supper instead of the Passover - a new remembering time. He will be broken and His blood poured out. God’s people are to repeat this ceremony when they gather with His people until He comes again.
Tell of some of the wonderful things Jesus told His disciples that night. Jesus spends
some intimate time talking to his disciples and telling them of things to come. They were
like a little Bible Club. He knew they would feel lost - like sheep without a shepherd
while He was gone so He wanted to prepare them. He gave them some reminders to
help them through it. Some highlights: (An idea: to involve children in this teaching
have them show the 5 fingers on their hand and tell them you will explain five things
that Jesus told his disciples. They will learn one word for each finger to help them remember. See if they can remember all five words at the end.
• John 13:34-35. He gives them a new command - they must love one another. This is
how others will know they are followers of Jesus - by showing love to each other. Love
will be their “mark” like on the sheep.
• John 14:1-3. He tells them He is going away, they can’t come but He will prepare a
place for them. This is the place in heaven where Jesus is now waiting for us.
• John 14: 16, 25. After He is gone, He will send the Holy Spirit to them who will be
with them, teach them, and remind them of everything Jesus said to them. The Holy
Spirit will bring them peace.
• John 15:9. Jesus told the disciples they must remain in His love, stay close to God and
obey Him. Then they will have joy.
• John 17. Jesus prays for Himself, for His disciples, and for us - the future believers,
that they may have unity and be as one and tell the world that Jesus loves them.
Tell the story of Jesus praying in the Garden, how He felt the burden of everyone’s sin
upon Him. “And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” His sweat was as
drops of blood. The angels came and cared for Him. At this point in the Bible account
He is ready to become the Lamb who lays down His life!
Tell of the arrest. Remind the children of the big job Jesus had to do. The iniquity of us
all was upon Him. What a wonderful thing Jesus did for you and for me.

Puppet Skit
Len and Lucy help each other learn the focus verse.

Review and Application


1.How was Palm Sunday a happy and sad
day?
2.What did one disciple
- Judas Iscariot - do to
Jesus?
3.How did Jesus tell the
disciples (and us) to
remember Him?
4. What does our verse
mean?






“What about us? Would Jesus be crying about us? Would He be sad that we are going
our own way and not following Him?” Jesus wanted all people to follow him. He
wants to be our Shepherd - King.
Show how we can be brought back to God after going our own way with the salvation
circles.
What were some of the reminders Jesus gave us of this special time of Jesus’ life and to
help us in our life now?
If we ask Jesus to forgive our sins He will because He has already done it! I have asked
Jesus to forgive my sins. Have you? Would you like to do that today?

Closing



Pray remembering that there may be a child in your group that is too shy to talk about
his/her desire to belong to Jesus!
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

Hosanna,
Blessed is He

who comes in the

name of the Lord.
Mark 11:9

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

See, your king
comes to you.
Righteous and
having salvation,
gentle and riding
on a donkey.
Zechariah 9:9

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 10
Jesus Our King and Reminders
Have the focus verse visible on the flannelgraph board. (Len and Lucy come up)
Lucy: Hey, Len, did you learn the memory verse from Bible Club today?
Len:

Not all of it. Did you?

Lucy: No, not really. I tried to learn it but I can’t remember it! I always have that problem!
Len:

Let me see if I can remember some of it. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned
to our own way.” Hey, it rhymes!

Lucy: Let me try it! “We all like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way.”
Len:

We could do it like a rap! (Put some bouncing rhythm into it) “We all like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way.”

Lucy: That’s cool! But look, what about the rest of the verse. (Lucy looks at the verse on the flannelgraph
board) “And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” What does that mean? Hey, is that my
mom calling me? What did I forget to do this time?
Gotta run, Len. (Lucy goes down)
Len:

OK. I think I’ll ask Grandpa Youall about the verse. I’ll catch up with you later.

Len:

Grandpa Youall! Grandpa Youall!

GY:

Oh, hello youall. What’s going on?

Len:

I need some help understanding this verse. Listen. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us
has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

GY:

Well, do you remember when we went to the sheep farm and sometimes the sheep would wander and
go their own way? People do that too! When we want our own way and choose not to follow God’s
way it is called sin and sin is another word for iniquity. Everyone is guilty of that! You, me, the
WHOLE WORLD is guilty of sinning against God.

Len:

Then how do we get rid of this sin?

GY:

When it says, “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” the verse is talking about Jesus dying
on the cross. God hates sin so much. No one with sin in them can be near Him. God made a way for
this sin to be paid for because of his great love for us.

Len:

How?

GY:

God put all our sins on Jesus. He took the punishment for our sins by dying on the cross.

Len:

Wow! What a great thing! I love this verse! It will always remind me of what Jesus did!

GY:

And don’t youall forget where to find it in the Bible! Isaiah 53:6!

Len:

Right! Now I know the Bible verse from Bible Club. I’m going to explain it to my friends too!

Len: (Leaves saying the verse in a rap) “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:6!

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God the Great Giver:

WEEK 11

The Lord is My Shepherd

Easter Lessons Part 2
Trail through
Resurrection

I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays
down His life for His sheep. John 10:11

Lesson Goal

That the children will
know that the Good
Shepherd gave His life
for them and then rose
again offering us
forgiveness and eternal
life. This is what Easter
is all about!

Scripture

Matthew 27&28:1-15,
Mark 15&16:1-11,
Luke 23&24:1-12, John
18&19&20:1-18

Opening




God’s Gift– Word of the Week Part 1




Manual

The Life of Christ, Vol. 2,

Lesson 11-13.

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd Flannelgraph
or Holiday Story Cards 

Supplies Needed:
 Days of Passion week
 A sheer black cloth is
available for the darkness
during the crucifixion
 Pieces of yellow felt or
paper
 Salvation Circles
 Verse Visuals







kidslifebibleclubs.org

Open box and show the word Forgiveness. Have children give examples of forgiveness and discuss what it means. Forgiveness is something God gives His children. We are going to find out more about it today. (The puppet skit is located after
the Bible story but you could do it before if you prefer)

Bible Story and Focus Verse

Word of the Week

Forgiveness and
Life

You could sing He Laid Down His Life and Were You There? You could save He is
Lord and Christ Arose for the end of the lesson.
Open with prayer. Pray the lesson goal.

Put up all the days of the week that we have studied so far, or have a child do this and
see if he/she can tell the class what happened on these days. Then put up GOOD FRIDAY. One could call it a “terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day” (these words are
in the title of a popular children’s book) but we call it GOOD Friday. See if you can
figure out why we call it Good Friday?
Ask the children to “sign” the word for Shepherd (right hand fingers walk up left arm
in a scissor-like motion to signify shearing sheep) whenever they notice a time Jesus
is a Shepherd. If you prepare with this in mind, the children will be able to catch this
and it will make the story more meaningful for them. Begin your story with the garden arrest scene of last week. (THURSDAY)
Begin the story with the judgement in the middle of the manual’s lesson 11.
Choose parts of The Trial story to reinforce in the students’ minds the idea of the
Good Shepherd who will lay down His life. Show the Isaiah 53 scroll when describing the trial– all of this was to fulfill the scriptures.
A simplified version of the rest of the story follows that you may want to tuck into
your Bible and use as you tell the story using the visuals. The story is in regular print
and the questions are in italics. It is taken from Bible Trails, a CRC Publication. We
added the bold print additions.
The Ascent On that Friday morning, a strange crowd of people paraded down the
winding streets of Jerusalem. The gloomy-faced soldiers led the procession, marching now in silence. Some steps behind the soldiers, Jesus stumbled along. His body
was bent low under the heavy load of the wooden cross which He carried. Behind
Him followed crowds of people. They were not singing songs of praise - no, they
were laughing and shouting. These were Jesus’ enemies who had come to join the
excitement. The priests and leaders came with hatred in their hearts. Behind this
mob followed a few of Jesus’ friends - His mother Mary, a few women who cared for
Him, and John, a faithful disciple. Among all the people in that large crowd, not one
person, except Jesus Himself, understood what was about to happen. Do you understand?
The Crucifixion The procession stopped at the hill called Golgotha. The soldiers
took away Jesus’ clothes and laid Him on the ground. They stretched out His arms,
bound them with rope to the crossbar, and nailed his hands to the wood. Raising the

Bible Story and Focus Verse continued...

WEEK 11
Easter Lessons
Part 2



Trail through
Resurrection



















heavy cross, the soldiers roughly thumped it down into the ground. When their work
was done, they threw Jesus’ clothes in a heap and gambled for it.
“Now let’s see Him save Himself,” the laughing enemies of Jesus mocked. “If He
saved others, why can’t He save Himself? If He is God’s Son, as he claims to be, let
Him come down from the cross. Then we’ll believe Him.” Laughter rang out from the
soldiers who joined in the mocking. Even one of the dying thieves who was being crucified along side of Jesus, added more cruel words, “If you are God’s Son, why don’t you
save Yourself and us too?” If Jesus had saved Himself from dying on the cross, would
He have been able to save us from our sins? (Put up the verse and leave it up: Jesus
said, “I am the Good Shepherd, the good Shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep.” John 10: 11)
But the second dying thief saw what was truly happening. “You and I,” he said to the
other thief and murderer, “deserve to be punished, for we have broken God’s law. But
this Jesus has done nothing wrong.”
Then that thief turned toward Jesus and saw Him suffering and dying for sins He had
never done. The thief had heard Jesus pray for His enemies saying, “Father, forgive
them.” He knew that the Man dying on the cross next to him was truly God’s Son.
“Lord,” the second thief pleaded, “remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.”
Jesus looked at him with love and kindness. “This very day,” He answered, “you shall
be with Me in heaven.” Oh, what a Shepherd! Here is true forgiveness.
Suddenly the sky grew black and a heavy darkness spread over the land. (Add sheer
black cloth over flannelboard.) Rumbling earthquakes shook the ground. The soldiers
were frightened and wondered who this Man was that the ground should shake when He
died. Do you know?
And then Jesus spoke, “It is finished.” The shepherd died. He gave His life for the
sheep for the forgiveness of their sins.
Put black flannel over easel. If you didn’t sing He Laid Down His Life at the beginning
of the lesson you could sing it now before transitioning to the resurrection.
Put up the Saturday sign. Put up small squares of yellow felt or yellow paper scattered
on the black background. It is Saturday night and let us imagine these are light in different peoples’ homes. Point to the squares. What are the Pharisees that put Jesus on the
cross doing. How do they feel? How about Jesus’ mom, Mary? How about disciples like
Peter and John?
Put up the Easter Sunday sign and tell the Easter story from the years manual or the story card manual. The events to cover 1. the guards, 2. the stone rolled away, 3. the women come to the tomb, 4. the angel tells them Jesus is risen, 5. the women are filled with
joy and run to tell the others, 6. Jesus appears to Mary in the garden.
Mary Magdalene and other women were probably coming to the tomb with myrrh.
Myrrh was a spice to put on dead bodies. It was also one of the gifts the Wise Men gave
to the baby Jesus. A strange gift to give to a baby. Why did they do that? It was part of a
prophesy that Jesus was no ordinary baby. He would die for a special reason.
Did Peter and John and the other disciples remember the prophesies they had heard at
the Last Supper? Did they remember what Jesus himself said to them about dying and
rising to life again? Probably not, they felt lost like sheep without their Good Shepherd.
Jesus was Mary Magdalene’s Good Shepherd. He cared for her, showed her this act of
tenderness, and He called her by her name!
The Good Shepherd gave up His own life. He rose to life again. Show the 1 Corinthians
verse. Everything had come true just like the scriptures said they would!

WEEK 11

Puppet Skit


Easter Lessons
Part 2
Trail through
Resurrection

The puppets talk about the Good Shepherd and what He has done. This puppet skit could
happen anytime in the Bible Club hour where you feel it is appropriate.

Word of the Week Part 2 and Application











Go through the salvation circles as you say this next part.
This is the Easter Story. This is the real meaning of Easter! Because Jesus died for you
and came to life again, you too can live forever with Him. You can live with Him now
through the Holy Spirit and you can live with Him when you die and when He comes
back! You will have eternal life with your Good Shepherd!
Ask the children, “What kept Jesus on the cross?” They might say “nails” but it was
really “love.” Jesus loved us so much he was willing to go to and stay on the cross to
pay the price for our sins. This is what FORGIVENESS means - our sins are gone.
They no longer have power over us because Jesus took the punishment for them so that
we don’t have to. If Jesus didn’t take the punishment then we would need to pay for our
sins and that would mean death and being separated from God forever. But God loves
us so much that He didn’t want that to happen.
We have another gift for today! Open up the box and take out the word LIFE. This is the
gift that God gave us by sending Jesus to Earth to live a perfect life, die on the cross,
and rise back to life. If we believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection and ask Him to forgive our sins, He will, and we too will have eternal LIFE and be able to live With God
in Heaven forever. What a wonderful Gift! What a wonderful Savior! What a loving
Heavenly Father!
Give the children the chance to accept Jesus as their savior. Emphasize that this isn’t just
a story but a choice that they need to make. Will they choose to follow the Good Shepherd? Encourage the children to pray and to talk with you or another adult if they are
unsure.
You could sing the Resurrection Easter songs here.

Closing





1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Ask some of the review questions at the bottom of this page.
Encourage the children to share the true story of Easter using their activity books or
Easter Token with their families and friends.
Pray to close the lesson and remember to thank God for the gifts of FORGIVENESS
and LIFE.
Dismiss using KLBC procedures.

Why do we call it GOOD FRIDAY?
Who was at the Cross?
What does Jesus’ death mean to you?
What was the great surprise on Easter morning?
How did Jesus show He was the Good Shepherd to Mary?
Will you ask Jesus to be your Good Shepherd?

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

He was oppressed
and afflicted, yet he
did not open his
mouth; he was led
like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a
sheep before its
shearers is silent, so
he did not open his
mouth.
Isaiah 53: 7

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

I Corinthians 15:3b-4

...that Christ died for
our sins according to
the Scriptures, that he
was buried, that he
was raised on the
third day according to
the Scriptures...

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 11
Forgiveness and Life

Lucy: I’m glad you could pick me up from school today and take me to McDonald’s. I’ve never been
to McDonald’s with you before. I wish Len could have come, too. But he had football practice
today.
GY:

I miss Len too but I enjoy coming here with youall. It’s lonely going to McDonald’s all by myself.

Lucy: I wonder if Mr. Goodman, Snowball and Wooly’s shepherd, ever gets lonely. He probably
never gets to go to McDonald’s. Do you think he ever gets tired of taking care of those
sheep? He is with them every minute.
GY:

Mr. Goodman is a very dedicated shepherd. He loves those sheep so much that he always
wants to be near them.

Lucy: Would he stay with the sheep if something scary happened, like a tornado, a bomb or a war?
GY:

Yes, Lucy. A good shepherd would give his life to protect his sheep.

Lucy: Just like Jesus, our Good Shepherd, gave His life for us.
GY:

That’s right, Lucy.

Lucy: It’s such a sad story - when Jesus gave up his life for us on the cross. It makes me cry sometimes.
GY:

That’s alright, Lucy. I’m glad youall feel such love for Jesus. He died willingly for everyone so
that we all have the chance to believe in Him and be reunited with God. And then the story
gets very happy! God raised Him from the dead, defeating sin and death and if we believe in
Jesus it makes it possible for us to be restored to God and live in heaven someday with him
forever. We can never thank Him enough.

Lucy: I’m so glad Jesus is my Shepherd and Savior and that He died on the cross for me and then
that God raised him from the dead three days later! Hey, I’ve got an idea. Let’s buy a meal
for Mr. Goodman and deliver it out to the sheep farm.
GY:

That’s a great idea. Let’s go order! (Puppets exit)

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

WEEK 12
Ascension and
Pentecost
Lesson Goal

The Lord is My Shepherd

“And teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20

That the children may
know Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, ascended to
heaven but He will be
with them always
through His Holy Spirit.

Scripture

God the Great Giver:

Opening


Matthew 28:16-20,

Luke 24:13-53, John 20:19
-31 and 21:1-19, Acts 1:1- 
14 and 2

Word of the Week

Sing favorite songs from this unit and also review Psalm 23. Sing He is Lord (first
verse), Lord, I Lift Your Name, and God’s Not Dead.
Pray with the students.
Put up the days of the week cards and have the children help you review the events.

Puppet Skit
The puppets introduce the focus verse.

Holy Spirit

Bible Story Introduction

Manual

The Life of Christ, Vol.  Today we are going to play a quick Remembering game. I am going to draw a
picture of something from a Bible story we had last fall. Raise your hand if you know
2,
what I’m drawing. If they cannot guess right away, you can give them some hints.
Lesson 14
• Begin to draw the burning bush with your markers. Hint: “It” was a reminder to
*words for Pentecost on
Moses and the people of Israel that God was there. God spoke to Moses from “it”
backs of the story cards
and Moses thought “GOD LIVES”. Hold up sign.
• Begin to draw the pillar of cloud. Hint: As God’s people were wandering through
the wilderness “it” led them every day. The people looked at “it” and thought,
“GOD LIVES”. Hold up sign.
• Begin to draw the pillar of fire. At night “it” was there instead of the cloud and
when the kids peeked out of their tents and saw “it” they thought, “GOD LIVES”.
Hold up sign.

Visual

The Lord is My
Shepherd flannelgraph
and Pentecost Story
Cards

Supplies Needed:
 Days of the Week signs
 Ascension and Pentecost 
signs
 GOD LIVES sign
 Large pieces of paper on
easel
 Markers for drawing
 Prepare the SAD, MAD,
BAD visual

 Polyester fiberfill for cloudnot provided




kidslifebibleclubs.org

God’s Gift– Word of the Week
Take out the word HOLY SPIRIT. These pictures of fire and cloud remind us of
how God showed Himself to His people the Israelites. Today our story tells about
when the Holy Spirit came to earth to stay. On that day people saw and heard the
presence of God and knew “GOD LIVES”. Hold up sign.

Ascension Bible Story
After Jesus rose from the grave, He appeared many times to people to prove that He
was alive!
You can begin with the story of Doubting Thomas– manual pages 80 and 81.
After 40 days He and the disciples gathered on a hillside. Point to the Ascension Day
sign. He told His last instructions to them. There were 3!
Jesus tells the disciples that everything that was written about Him had to happen
and He opened their minds so they could understand the Scripture. Luke 24:36-52
• “I will send the Holy Spirit to you.” Acts 1:5. Wait in Jerusalem.
• “Go everywhere in the world and tell the Good News.” Mark 16:15. This was
the disciples mission and it is our mission too. Jesus said these words for us,
also.
• He told them to teach others about His commands and that He would always be

Ascension Bible Story Continued...

WEEK 12
Ascension
and
Pentecost






with them. Matthew 28:20. You can show the focus verse up when you share this.
Tell the story of His ascension. Use a piece of polyester fiber fill or piece of white felt
for the cloud.
Tell of the angel and another promise. Acts 1:11 “This same Jesus will come back in the
same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” This promise has not come true yet, but
we are still waiting. We don’t know when Jesus will come back, only God knows. But
we can be sure it will come true. God’s words in Scripture always come true.
What happened next? The disciples went back to Jerusalem to wait.

Focus Verse




Read the whole verse aloud. There is a promise in our focus verse that comes true every
second. “I am with you always.”
Have the children learn these five words of the focus verse by assigning a word to each
finger of one hand; like you did in the puppet skit. Your hand can always remind you of
the promise that comes true every second.

Pentecost Bible Story














Show the SAD, MAD, BAD signs. Ask the children about these words. When did you
feel sad? Did you ever feel bad? Were you ever mad?
Imagine that we are all in an upstairs room ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven.
It was the time of a celebration time called Pentecost. Put up Pentecost sign. So many
people were gathered together. Again talk about each word on the three signs: If we
are the disciples why are some of us sad? (Jesus left for heaven ) Why might some of us
mad? (We wanted Jesus to be an earthly king. God took Jesus from them) Why might
some of us feel bad(ly)? (Maybe we had done something mean or wrong and wondered
if God still loved us.)
Show Story Card 1: Say: What were the people doing in this room on this particular
day? Singing, praying, maybe remembering stories about Jesus.
SUDDENLY, there was the sound of a rushing wind, like a tornado! The people were
startled and looked to see where the sound came from.
Show Story Card 2: Then as they were looking, a large flame of fire came right into
the room!
It broke up into small pieces, like tongues of fire and danced just above everyone’s head
but it did not burn them. When they saw the fire, they knew! GOD LIVES! Put up sign.
GOD LIVES IN EACH ONE OF THEM! He did send Himself to live in each of them.
The Holy Spirit came just as Jesus promised. It was Jesus’ way of showing “I am with
you always.” Point to the verse visual. He would live in them by His Holy Spirit.
If that wasn’t enough, God gave another miraculous sign. All those people in the room
started to praise God in other languages. They were praising God and telling of His
marvelous works. They didn’t even have to go to school to learn the new language.
God gave the new language to them as a gift so everyone there from other countries
could hear about the Lord Jesus and understand.
Show Story Card 3: Outside people came from countries all over the world for the
special feast called Pentecost. They all spoke different languages of their own countries. Soon many of these people gathered outside the room where the loud noise was
and heard their own language being spoken. How many came? We know that there
were more than 3,000.
The people in the room went outside. Peter, Jesus’ friend and disciple, started to tell
the whole story of Jesus. He remembered what the prophets said about Jesus and what
Jesus had taught. He told them about how Jesus was killed and rose again. The Holy
Spirit who now lived inside of Him helped him remember and made him bold to talk
about it! Peter said you must say you are sorry for your sins and be forgiven and you
will have the Holy Spirit too. The Bible says three thousand people that day said they
were sorry for their sins and wanted to follow Jesus. What a miracle!

Pentecost Bible Story Continued...
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Jesus kept His promise to His disciples. Point to verse visual. He keeps His promise to
you too, because from the day you believe in Jesus and ask for His forgiveness you have
the Holy Spirit inside you as your live-inside-friend.

Application and Closing








Using BAD, SAD, MAD signs ask children; Now what about the person who felt bad?
Did he/she still feel bad? No, he knew that Jesus forgave him and now he felt GLAD!
(Slide Bad over so that the GL covers the B). The BAD turns to GLAD! That is what
the Holy Spirit does. Do this with the other words too. They weren’t sad anymore, they
were filled with joy. They weren’t mad anymore, they didn’t need to have things go
their own way. God’s way was best and wonderful and they were glad.
Jesus does this for us too. Here we are in this special room, this school room (or home
or?) and Jesus wants to turn our SAD, MAD, BAD people into GLAD people too. And
He will. Even if things are hard for you. If you ask Jesus to be your friend and Shepherd of your life and you are sorry for your sins, He will forgive you and will come to
live inside of you, just like that! And He will never leave you. He will always be a Good
Shepherd to you. Review the section of the Focus verse by using your fingers.
No, you won’t see the fire or hear the wind like the disciples did, but you will start to
notice that He helps you be GLAD even when things are tough. And you will never forget GOD LIVES. You may want to present the salvation circles one more time here.
This is the last lesson of the year. Pray for and with your students. Invite them back
next year.
Dismiss according to KLBC procedures. Thank any parents you meet for letting their
child attend Bible Club. Tell them you hope their child will attend next year.

1. How were the disciples feeling after Jesus ascended into heaven?
2. What did the people think when they saw the fire dancing over people’s
heads?
3. What promise had come true that day?
4. What was Peter’s message to the crowds outside?
5. How does the Holy Spirit help you?

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

God
Lives
Ascension
Pentecost

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

Sad
Mad
Bad

Gl
Gl

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

with

Jesus said—

am

I

you

always.

From Matthew 28:20

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

The Lord is My Shepherd, Puppet Skit - Week 12
Holy Spirit
(Len, Lucy and Teacher all come up)
Len:

Well, it’s the last day of Bible Club. I’ll miss hearing the Bible Stories, singing the songs and
learning the memory verses.

Lucy: Oh, that makes me sad!
Len:

It was a fun year. But I think sometimes you talked too much and made it hard for me to listen to the teacher.

Lucy: But I didn’t mean to be bad!

Len:

Remember when other kids tried to steal an extra treat?

Lucy: That makes me so mad when they do that!
Teacher: Lucy! You have been feeling sad, bad and mad all in one minute!
Lucy: Mrs.______, now that the summer will soon be here, I won’t see any of my school friends,
and if I go away for the summer, I won’t see you or Len either! What if I get sad or mad or I’m
bad then?
Teacher: Lucy, just remember these five words. Here, hold up your hand. (Lucy holds up her hand)
Say one of these five words while you touch each finger on your hand.

Lucy: Oh, but Mrs.______, I have a problem! I don’t seem to have enough fingers!
Teacher: Oh, that’s right. Well let’s have the children help us. Jesus said these words to help us
know He would never leave us and will always be here to help us. Everybody hold up one
hand. Start by pointing to a finger starting with your pinky and with each word move to the
next finger. Repeat them after me as you point to each finger.
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS
These words are found in the Bible in Matthew 28:20. We will read the whole verse in a little
bit. Great job, everyone!
Lucy: Now, that makes me glad!!!
Len/Lucy together: Goodbye everyone. Have a wonderful rest of the year. We hope to see you all
again in the fall.

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. James 1:17

